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REPORT OF THE SPECIAL HEALTH 

appointed by the Governor to Confer with the Federal 

Authorities at Washington Respecting the Alleged 

Existence of Bubonic Plague in California. 



San Francisco, Cal., September 16, 1901. 
Hon. Henry T. Gage, Governor State of California: 

Sir: The commissioners appointed by you on the 1st day of March, 
1901, to visit Washington in order to confer with the Federal authorities 
in relation to the alleged prevalence of bubonic plague in the ChinesoJ 
quarter of San Franciaco, and to the more or less positive declarations of j 
intention to place the State of California under quaranline, and who' 
were subsequently invited by you to assist in an advisory capacity in 
carrying out the agreement reached to cleanse Chinatown, have the 
honor to report as follows r 

In the course of a conference held in your office on the 27th of 
February, 1901, participated in by the membere of your commission, 
it was developed that a niiaunderBtanding had arisen concerning 
the attitude of the Executive of the State of California toward the 
Federal health authorities- Misrepresentations had been made by irre- 
sponsible paperSj which created the impression in Washington that 
there was a disposition on your part to obstruct the operations of the 
United States Marine Hospital Service, and these were being seized upon 
by peoples having rival interests and were employed as arguments to 
force the abandonment of San Francisco as a military headquarters, and 
as the chief base of the Philippine transportation service. Statements 
were made that the existence of bubonic plague would make the imposi- 
tion of a quarantine necessary, and it was openly asserted that such 
action would be followed by the removal of the tcansport service and 
military headquarters from an alleged pi ague- infected city. 

At the conference referred to you laid before your commissioners all the 
correspondence which had passed between yourself and the Federal health 
authorities on the subject of the alleged existence of the plague in San 
Francisco. It plainly disclosed the fact that there was no ground for 
the assertion freely made that you were placing obstacles in the way of 
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taking precautions; on the contrary, we found in it earnest professions 
of a desire to cooperate with the Federal health authorities in order to 
set at rest the alarming and injurious rumors which were being circu- 
lated regarding the prevalence of the disease. In a telegram of February 
26, 1901, you said to the Hon. Lyman J. Gage, Secretary of the Treasury, 
in reply to a dispatch from him, regretting your inability to visit 
Washington and confer with the department regarding the matter: 

I therefore respectfully request the United States authorities to take charge of the 
matter within this State and deal with the situation from the standpoint of the report 
of its commissioners, but without charge or cost to this State, at the same time assuring 
you of my hearty cooperation. (Appendix, page 30.) 

We found that your attitude respecting the assumption of the cost of 
the preventive measures was prompted by information, conveyed in a 
semi-official manner, that there was a considerable sum of money at the 
disposal of the health authorities of the United States, to be used in 
emergencies such as that which confronted the State. But we noted 
that the Honorable Secretary of the Treasury assumed that " while all 
ordinary expenses incurred in the payment of its own officers may be 
met by the department under the law, and in accordance with usage, 
the chief burden should be borne by the city of San Francisco." " No 
municipality," he added, "has ever depended financially upon the 
Government, under like circumstances, though there have been numerous 
parallel cases during epidemics of yellow fever." (Appendix, page 30.) 
In the course of the conference it was made clear to us, while the Legis- 
lature at its session in 1901 had fortunately made an appropriation for 
health purposes to be expended under your direction, that you did not 
have the legal right, even if the desire existed, to permit any portion of 
it to be expended, except by State officials. It was also made apparent 
by telegrams received from Washington that our Senators, instead of 
assisting in clearing up the situation, were accentuating its gravity by 
accepting without challenge the allegations that bubonic plague pre- 
vailed in San Francisco, and by absolutely disregarding all the evi- 
dence which tended to show that there was no foundation for the belief 
that the disease did not exist in San Francisco at the time and had not 
existed. (Appendix, page 31.) 

Accordingly, as the result of the conference of February 27, 1901, and 
in response to the professed desire of the Secretary of the Treasury, it 
was decided by you,to send a commission to Washington to go over the 
matter with the authorities in that city and to avert, if possible, the 
threatened quarantine. The commission left this city on March 3d 
and arrived in Washington on the 7th. On the morning of the 8th the 
Secretary of the Treasury was waited upon and your position was fully 
presented by Mr. W. F. Herrin, who spoke for the commissio*' 
made clear to the Honorable Secretary that, while you were € 
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there waB no ground for the assertion that there was or had been 
bubonic plague in San Francisco (an opinion shared by the members of 
the commission), you were desirous of cooperating with the Federal 
health authorities in making their inveeligations, and in taking such 
precautions as would serve to allay any apprehension that might have 
been created outside of California by the alarmist reports published 
certain papers^ and which had been telegraphed all over the world 

The Bpokeeman of the commission also called the Honorable Secret 
tary'a attention to the fact that through misapprehension or design the 
special commissioners appointed by the Treasury Department for the- 
purpose of ascertaining the existence or non-existence of bubonic plague 
in San Francisco, did not call upon yon until after they had concluded! 
their labors, although you had urged that ''cooperation with the State 
authorities by such experts should be advised in order that the State 
may select eminent home bacteriologists and phyaicians, as well as, if 
deemed necessary, bacteriologistB and physicians from other States and' 
countries, to examine the same suspected cases, so as to arrive at a cor- 
rect and impartial conclusion"; and had urged as a reason for making 
this appeal: **The irreparable injury heretofore done to this State 
(California) by unfair and ex parte examinations." (Appendix, page 21.) 

These and other representations made to the Honorable Secretary 
infiuenced htm to accede to your very reasonable request that the Stat€i 
should be permitted to protect its interests, and your commission was 
referred to the Supervising Surgeon-General, Marine Hospital Service, 
to diBCUBS with him the outlines of a plan of action. A satisfactory 
agreement Was soon reached, the nature of which is disclosed by the 

following correspondence: 

TbKAetmT DKfJLbTHKiJT, 
Orricv OF THE SuPKBviaina Subgcob^Oikbral Mabirb Hoofttai:. SitBTtcit, 

WAeniNflTos, March 11, 1901. 
Mr. John P. Yotmm, Chairman Qnnmittft Hepretenling th$ Qoternor, Mayor of San 
Fran^cuco, and Butineia InUresU of California, Wathington, D. C: 
But: I transmit herewitli a letter, dated March Btti, from tJve yurgeon-Qeiiernl of the 
Marine Hospital Service, onUming tbe understanding which has Iteen arrived at 
between yourselves and thia depArtmeut, aa a result of the conference on March 9tb. 

In transmitting the same, I wish to exprejsa the appreciation of this duimrtment of 

the viifit of yaur COmmitlee arid Hs spirit of friendly conference. I trust, also, that the 

results so earnestly desired by both yourselves unJ the department will be speedily i 

achieved and by methodst that may he effective without causing undue alarm. 

The department will appreciate an acknowledpiient, 

Respectlullv, 

(Signed :t O. L. 8PAULDING, 

Acting Secret 
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TREAfiUBT DKPAKTHEflT, 
QFFiCE or THE SlTPEEVIEIlfO BCBOBOK-^SNESAL MarIXX Uost>ITAL BebVICB,'' 

WAttKiNuTON, March 9, 1901. 

The Honoraiile the Secreiary of the T^eatitry: 

Stit: Referring to the conference, held in accordance with your instructions after tba- 
meeting in your office this forenoon, with the representativea of the Governor of Cali- 
fornia, the Mayor of Ban Francisco, (he press, the railroads, and Llie business interest 
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of San Francisco, I have to inform you that an understanding has been reached, stated 
somewhat informally as follows : 

The visiting representatives have expressed a desire for hearty cooperation of the 
State and city authorities interested in the work, which is made necessary in view of 
the report of the commission ; and they desire, while tiiis work shall be done by the 
city and State authorities, the services of some expert officer of the Service to give 
advice as to the methods to be pursued, agreeing that his recommendations shall be 
carried out, and that the work shall be begun at once. 

I have informed them also that so far as can be seen at the present time the prin- 
ciples enunciated in my telegram of January 9, 1901, to Surgeon White, copy of whicli 
is inclosed, are about what should be adopted at the present time, with the understand- 
ing that it is possible that future developments may require more radical measures, 
though it is not expected. 

It is understood also that the burden of expense falls upon local or State authorities, 
though, of course, the Department will meet the salaries and incidental expenditures of 
its own officers. 

It is the desire of the Treasury Department, as well as of the bureau, that these 
affairs shall be conducted with the least possible interruption to commerce and the 
least possible excitation of alarm. 

Surgeon White, now in San Francisco, is the officer of the Service who will be the 
representative of the bureau and of the department in this matter, and who, it is under- 
stood, is entirely acceptable to all parties. 
Respectfully, 

(Signed:) WALTER WYMAN, 
Supervising Surgeon-Oeneral, M. H. S. 

One inclosure, copy of January 9, 1901, telegram to Surgeon White, San Francisco, Cal. 

(Telegram.) 

Washikotoh, D. C, January 9, 1901. 
Dr. J. H. White, Occidental Hotel, San Franeisco, Oal.: 

Regarding plague in San Francisco, you might say situation not acute. Experience 
in Oporto, Santos, Glasgow, and climatic conditions in 'Frisco make it more a matter of 
future menace— as instanced in British Medical Journal of December 1st, page 1614. 
It was present in Calcutta two years before acknowledged. Therefore, more to prevent 
future catastrophe than from present alarm, measures should be taken as necessity 
arises, nor need they be (taken) in such manner as to excite alarm, but should include 
inspection, isolation, and disinfection, as in smallpox (in same manner). 

If assured of this, publication would be unnecessary. Use this as your judgment 
dictates. 

(Signed:) WYMAN. 

It is proper to call attention to the telegram which forms a part of 
this correspondence, as it was freely charged in the press, and by med- 
ical journals, that your commission had induced the Federal health 
authorities to consent to the suppression of facts. It will be noted that 
the date of the telegram to Dr. J. H. White was January 9th, and that 
in it Surgeon-General Wyman advised him to take his measures in such 
a manner as not to excite alarm; and that publication would be 
unnecessary. This is all your commission asked, and it preferred the 
request in the full assurance that the only harm that could be done 
would be that caused by the dissemination of statements calculated to 
injure the reputation of California by fastening upon it the reputation 
of being subject to plague. 

The arrangement thus reached by your commission was pi omptly 
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reported to you, and at your requeat, on our return from Washington, 
we met in the office of Hon, James D. Phelan, Mayor of San FranciBco, 
to consult with you and that official respecting the mode of carrying 
out the ftgreement. At this meeting you indicated the extent to which 
you thought the State should go in meeting the views of the Federal 
authorities. Mayor Phelan, however, was unable to make any specific 
promises on behalf of the city, but expressed a willingneBS to do all in 
his power to comply with the demands which would arise as the work 
of cleansing Chinatown proceeded. The conclusion was reached by 
those in consultation that the pledge made for you by your cominisaion 
should be promptly redeemed, and Dr. J, H. White of the Marine Hos- 
pital Service, who was in waiting, was called in and asked to outline his 
plan of campaign. He said that he should require the cleansing, dis- 
infection, and fumigation ol the district known as Ghinatowu; that it 
would be necessary to provide and maintain a crematory to dispose of 
the rubbish; a laboratory for bacteriological purposes; a building 
available for use as a detention barracks; a hospital for any subjects 
that might be discovered, and a morgue and hall of tranquillity. As 
Dr. White's large experience in such matters qualified him to speak 
underatandingly, his opinion as to the probable cost of carrying out the 
cleansing, disinfection, and fumigation, which he said would be neces- 
sary, was asked. He answered that he had given the subject some 
attention, but could not make a close estimate. He though t^ however » 
that the work would necessitate an expenditure of at least $100^000. 

It being impossible at this meeting for Mayor Phelan to definitely 
state what part of the expense of cleansing Chinatown, and for provid- 
ing the facilities which Dr. White had demanded, could be assumed by 
the city of San Francisco, another consultation was arranged for the 
ensuing day, April 2d. At this conference the following agreement was 
entered into between yourself, on behalf of the State, and Mayor Phelan, 
on the part of the city: 

The State will clean op Chinatown in its own way and with its own money. Will 
fuinigate and disinfect until $25,000 of State money is spent. 

City will ertict and mainLalu a crematory to dispose of rubbijtb found by the BtatL>. 

City will erect and maintain laboratory. 

City will provide and roaJntain detention barracks and hospital. 

City will provide morgne and bali of tranquillity, and malntAin same. 

Although this agreement imposed the greater part of the burden of 
cleansing^ disinfecting, and fumigating the Chinese quarter of San 
Francisco upon the State, your commission, considering the exigency 
and the possible consequences of delay, heartily approved the arrange- 
ment entered into, and urged that the work bf proceeded with at once, 
LB order that the pressure which was undoubtedly being exerted to have 
the Federal authorities erect a quarantine against California should be 
relieved. At your request your commission consented to continue act- 
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ing in iu atlvinory capacity, and agreed with you that it was desirable 
to have an efficient corps of physicians, acting under the direction of 
the Htate B(;ard of Health, to assist in the examination of every alleged 
caxe of \m\>omc plague brought to the attention of the Federal authorities 
while making their investigations in this city. The importance of this 
(uturwi of action was demonstrated by the results, which fully justified 
th<! poHJtion taken by you from the beginning, namely, that there was 
no ground for the charge that cases of genuine bubonic plague had been 
found in San Francisco. 

Although your commission, at the conclusion of this meeting of 
April 2d, announced to Dr. J. H. White, the official designated by the 
Federal health authorities to direct and supervise the work of cleansing, 
dJHinfucting, and fumigating Chinatown, the readiness of the State to 
proceed, he postponed the commencement of operations until April 9th. 
On tho morning of that day a force of forty-three men, subsequently 
largely increased, was put to work, and the instructions of Dr. White 
wore rigidly adhered to, your commissioners taking pains to hear from 
him at frequent intervals, in order to learn if everything was proceed- 
ing according to his desires. The process adopted, as prescribed by 
Dr. White, and the progress of the work, are fully described in the 
accompanying report of the State Board of Health of August 27, 1901. 
(Appendix, page 87.) In all 1,185 buildings, containing 16,888 rooms* 
and numerous hallways, stairways, sinks, yards, basements, sub-base- 
monts, water-closets, and roofs were cleansed, disinfected, and fumigated. 
Fifteen hundred and eleven loads of garbage, or 4,533 cubic yards, were 
removed by the State force. The carting and burning of this material 
were done at the expense of the city. The number of men employed 
daily on all the work ranged from 180 to 150. That the business was 
done expeditiously and economically will be inferred from the fact that 
it wan accomplished for about one-fourth the amount estimated by 
Dr. White. Those in charge are to be specially commended for the 
tH^ononiies practiced in the purchase of supplies. We find from the 
reports rendered by the State Board of Health that by disregarding the 
reoonunondation of Dr. White to purchase sulphur, bichloride of mer- 
cury, dutch ovens, etc., in large quantities a considerable saving was 
effected. Thus the work of disinfecting and fumigation was thoroughly 
jH^rformed with 300 pounds of sulphur, although the Marine Hospital 
8t»rvice estimated that thirty tons would be necessary. Fifty pans 
wert» lH>ught, and twenty only used, but the requisition of the Federal 
ortioial called for 200. 

In addition to the work of cleansing, disinfecting, and fumigating, 
the State Board of Health undertook the important duty of assisting 
the Feileral health officers in their search for suspicious cases. A 
doubt having arisen in the minds of Dr. White and his stafif regarding 
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the accuracy of the number of sick Chinese reported in the quarter, a 
corps of five physician b was employed by the State Board of Health to 
make a house- to-house cauvasg. These physicians made a daily report 
of the work performed by them and also a report of the Chinese whom 
they fouud sick, giving a history of each case and a diagnosis of the 
diseaee. Each block in the quarter was covered by the State'i physi- 
cians eight times, and in all of the seventeen blocks only B07 sick cases 
were reported. A morgue was established by the Marino Hospital Ser- 
vice at 638 Merchant Street, and any Chinese man, woman, or child 
dying in the city and county of San Francisco was, by the order of 
Dr. White and his aaaociates, immediately removed thereto and treated 
as a caee of bubonic plague until the autopay proved the contrary. 
Under an order issued by the City Board of Health of Ban Francisco, 
no Chinese person dying in tbe city and county of San Francisco could 
he buried until a certificate of death was countersigned by either of the 
three physicians in charge of the morgue and laboratory conducted by 
the Federal oflScials. At all the autopsies the State was represented by 
one or more physicians, and no autopsy was held without a repreeenta- 
tive from the State Board l>eiiig present. The State had ae its bacteri- 
ologist Dr, 8, M. Mouser, who conducted a very thorough and complete 
investigation in all cases that were considered in any way suspicions, 

The wisdom of these precautions was soon made evident. Many 
ca?ies were reported which were pronounced suspicious by the physicians 
employed by tbe Marine Hospital Service, but although between April 
8tli and August 27th 103 autopsies were performed, not one case was 
found which could be pronounced bubonic plague. The report of the 
State Board of Health which giv'ee the clinical history of these cases 
and the circumstances attending the autopsies indicates that there was 
an eager desire on the part of thoae who contended that bubonic plague 
existed in this city to establish that fact. In one instance an attempt 
was made to quicklime a body in order to destroy the evidence which 
would conclusively prove that the deceased had died of pnlmonary 
tuberculosis, which fact had been ascertained at the autopsy. Had not 
tiie State Board's physicians taken the attitude they did the evidence is 
strong that it would have been pronounced a genuine cage of plague. 
Many other circumstances are cited tending to show that there was a 
disposition manifested to keep up the impression that bubonic plague 
had prevailed in the city and that it was still present, but the watch- 
fulness of the State Board's representatives prevented any misunder- 
standing on that point. And in view of the necessity of thorough 
watchfulness in this matter, your C4!)nimission, at ita last meeting with 
you, approved the continuance by you for at least six months of meas- 
ures to secure complete information as to all suspected or alleged cases 
of plague, and generally to see that the health conditions of Chinatown 
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were not in *nj waj miflrerpreeented. The monthlj expenses of such 
mttMUTtM were then estimated at aboat 91,000 per month, and joar 
commission entirelj approres tbi^ and all other expenses incurred bv 
the Btate aothorities in this whole matter. It is sicmFiCAxr in this 
amsKfmojf that the latest case of bcboxic plague allegetd to ha\'e 

BKKX JfinfXjyKUKD 19 THIS CITY WAS OX ApRlL 8tH, THE DAY BEFORE THE 

Htatk Hoard commekced its active wvestioatioss. After that date 
no CASE WAS discovered, although many were asserted to be such 

UMTIL AM autopsy DISPBOYED THE ASSERTION. 

The commission heartily commends the attitude taken by yon in 
yonr answer to the telegram from Walter Wyman, Surgeon-General, 
Marine Hospital Service, dated June 18, 1901, which seems to have 
closed the incident, and in which he says, "it is a hatter of mutual 

(y)NriKATULATI09 THAT NO CASES HAVE BEEX FOUND DURING THE PROGRESS 

or THIS work" (that is, the cleansing of Chinatown and the investiga- 
tion of the character of every case of sickness found within its limits), 
and suggests that certain supplementary work recommended by 
Dr. White (Appendix, page 36,) should be carried out. Your decla- 
ration that "there is no occasion at this time for the further investiga- 
tions suggested by Dr. White" is fully concurred in by us, and we 
trust that the determination expressed by you that "one-sided or 
secret oxaminations such as have in the past been witnessed in San 
Francisco, to its irreparable detriment and to that of the whole State, 
• • • cannot again be permitted," will be rigidly adhered to. 

In conclusion, your commission desires to express the opinion that 
the result of the steps taken by you has been to wholly disprove the 
allegation that bubonic plague has existed in San Francisco. Had the 
sainn |>recautionH been taken before April 8, 1901, that were adopted 
after that date we should not have been menaced with quarantine, nor 
would wo have had imposed upon us the expenditure of a large sum of 
monoy, every dollar of which was extorted by the necessity of warding 
off the evil cons(H{uences of the false reports concerning the health of 
tho city and State. There can be no reasonable doubt that the autopsies 
mad© prior to April 8, 1901, would have had the same result as those 
mado after that date had there been present doctors who were not 
interested in creating the impression that San Francisco was plague 
infected. The fact that no plague has been found since April 8, 1901, 
and th(» further fact that the disease, although it was alleged to have 
made its apiwaranee on March 6, 1900, did not become epidemic, and 
that no two canes of what was termed bubonic plague appeared in the 
same house, shouhl carry conviction to every candid mind that San 
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Francisco is and has been absolutely free from the disease, and that 
those who said it existed were either mistaken or deliberately misrepre- 
sented the facts. 

JOHN P. YOUNG, 
WM. F. HERRIN, 
T. T. WILLIAMS, 
H. T. SCOTT, 

Commissioners. 
FREMONT OLDER, 

Commissioner of the City of San Francisco and of the State. 

In signing the above report I desire to express the opinion that in the 
earlier reports of the existence of plague, the Mayor and Board of Health 
and other officials of San Francisco were sincere in their belief that the 
reports of physicians that the plague was here were true. I am of the 
opinion, however, that later on the judgment of the Board of Health 
became corrupted by its dislike to confessing mistake and by its desire 
of proving that its erroneous conclusions were justifiable. 

Certainly no blame should attach to officials for taking precautions 
against disease, which excellent authority declared existed. At the 
same time no excuse should be made for phydicians and others who 
attempted to palm off as plague diseases of a non-contagious character. 

T. T. WILLIAMS. 
Conference Committee; 
W. J. MARTIN, 
HUGH HUME. 
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Telegram from Hon. John Hay. U. S. Secretary of State, 
to the Governor. 

WASHiNOfoN, D. C, May 31st, 1900, 
Hilt Excellency Governor Henry T, Gage, Sacramento, Cala.: 

Chinese MiniBter complains that city authorities of San Francisco 
have quarantined Chinatown without cause and ignoring injunction of 
court when there ia no sickneas. He considers this a violation of 
treaties, and remonstrates against it* Please report state of facts. 

JOHN HAY. 

Telegram from Hon. John Hay to the Governor. 

WASHiNQtON, D. C, June 7th, 1900. 

His Excellency Governor Gage, Sacramento, Calif.: 

Chinese Minister complains that the health authorities at San 
Francisco intend forcing thousands of Chinese to detention camp, 
although no plague exists- He remonetrates against this, and fears 
resistance by force, 

JOHN HAY. 






Telegram from the Governor to Hon. John Hay, Secretary of State. 

SAJ^f Francisco, June 13, 1900. 
To His ExceUeney John Hay, Secretary of State, WashingtoHf D. C: 

Sir ; In reply to your telegram of date May 81, I have the honor to 
report : 

First — That no case in San Francisco or California has been diagnosed 
as bubonic plague by any attending physician while the victim was 
alive, nor by the attending physician after death. In some of the sue- 
pected cases death has occurred when no regular physician was in 
attendance. There have been in all only eleven suspected cases among 
a population of 35,000 Chinese (15,000 of whom are quarantined), and 
no cases among whites and other races. The examinations made after 
death of the bodies of the suspected cases since the alle-ged discovery 
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of the disease, more than three months ago, fail to furnish satisfactory 
proof of plague. 

Second — That the quarantined district contains upward of 15,000 
Chinese subjects, 3,500 of whom are unable to support themselves by- 
virtue of the quarantine. 

Third — That full and fair investigation has been denied the physicians 
of the Chinese by the City Board of Health. 

Fourth— Th&t the Chinese were forced to appeal to the courts, and 
were then accorded the right of investigation into the cause of death 
of the dead suspects. 

Fifth — That since the procurement of the order of court, granting 
privilege to the white physicians of the quarantined Chinese to visit 
the sick and be present and take part in autopsies had, neither the City 
Board of Health nor Federal officers have been able to discover any 
bubonic plague case, dead or alive. 

Sixth — That there has been no epidemic in Chinatown. 

Seventh — That the municipal records show the proportion of deaths 
in Chinatown has been no greater than that of any other portion of 
San Francisco since the date of the discovery of the alleged plague in 
Chinatown. 

Eighth — That I cannot find proof that the plague alleged to be here 
is either infectious or contagious. I find no proof that any person has 
contracted it from another ; and I further find that certain individuals 
who have been repeatedly exposed at autopsies and elsewhere to the 
alleged plague, and others who have moved about in the houses and 
rooms where the suspects expired, having done so without taking any 
precaution whatever against the supposed malady, have neither con- 
tracted the same nor spread the disease elsewhere. 

Ninth — That no two persons of the same family have contracted the 
disease, and that no two cases have occurred within the same house or 
building, no matter how great the exposure may have been. 

Tenth — That the medical gentlemen and experts of the City Board 
of Health and the Federal quarantine officers who have ventured the 
injurious opinions which have spread broadcast over the world the 
rumor of the existence of the dreadful plague in the great and healthful 
city of San Francisco have never seen a living case of plague; whereas, 
some among the physicians, surgeons, and scientists with whom I have 
advised have had personal experience and wide opportunities in observ- 
ing bubonic plague when it was raging in India and elsewhere, and 
they all pronounce the suspected cases here not bubonic plague. 

Eleventh — From the best light I have been able to procure, and from 
a most careful consideration of the whole subject, I am pleased to inform 
Your Excellency that I firmly believe no case of bubonic plague has at 
any time existed within the borders of our State. 
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Twelfth — That if the cases referred to were genuine pla^e, even then 
the quarantine aa conducted by the City Board of Health, in conjunction 
with the Federal quarantine officer, is discriminating against the Chinese, 
and ateo unreaBonable, according to information derived from the 
highest authority here obtainable. 

TkirUmtk —It is undetertnined by the court whether the injunction 
referred to has been violated. 

Fourteenth — Since the report to Your Excellency involves, among 
other things, the question whether there is plague in Chinatown, and 
also vitally touches the commercial and other interests of San Francisco, 
as well as deeply concerns the welfare of the entire State, I have deemed 
it my duty to call into consultation distinguished physician?, surgeonB, 
and bacteriolagista, able financiers and business men and others, as well 
as toy eminent predecessor in office, the Hon. Jamea H. Budd, some of 
whose names are, therefore, in concurrence hereto attached. 

HENRY T. GAGE. 

We concur in the foregoing conclusion that bubonic plague does not 
exist, and has not existed, within the State of Californiat 

Physicians of the Regular School: L. C, Lane, President Crtoper Medi- 
cal College; C, N, Ellinwood, M. D., Professor Cooper Medical College; 
Winslow Anderson, M. D., M. R. C. P. Lond., M. R. C. S. Eng-, President 
College of Physicians and Surgeons of San Francisco. 

Physicians of the Homoeopathic School: Edwin S. Breyfogle, M. D. 

Bankers, Merchants, etc.; Levi Strauss, President of Levi Strauss 
&Co.; James H. Budd, former Governor of California; William Alvord, 
President of Bank of California; Robert J. Tobin, Hibernia Savings and 
Loan Society; Adam Grant, of Murphy, Grant *fe Co.; Lewis Gerstle, 
President Alaska Commercial Company; Isaiag W*. Hell man, President 
Nevada National Bank; Henry F. Fortniann, President Alaska Packers 
Association; A. B. Spreckels. 
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Teleg-ram from the Qovernor to President McKinley. 



San Fhancisco, Cal., June 16, 1900. 
Thk PREaroENT, \Va»hin(jton, D. C: 

Dr. Klnyouu, the Federal Quarantine OflScer of this port, claiming 
to act under yoxir authority^ has unreasonably and unnecessarily 

(|uarantined this State in opposition to my full and fair report to tbe 
Honorable Secretary of State, under date of June 14, 1900, and also, 
amonj^ other things, in opposition to the opinion of Judge Morrow, of 
the United States Court, rendered yesterday, di?solving the quarantine. 
Through Dr. Kinyoun'a conduct in the past, as well as his present 
action, the reputation of the State, the rights of citizens as well as the 
2— nc 
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rights of foreign subjects, are outrageously impaired. The following is 
a copy of his last orders, served upon the various transportation com- 
panies: 

Office op Medical Offices is Command, 
Marine Hospital Service, San Francisco Quaratine. 

San Francisco, Cal., June 15, 1900. 
Santa Fi Railway Company, San Francisco, Val.: 

Gentlemen: In accordance with the law of March 27, 1890, and the regulations made 
thereunder and promulgated by order of the President under date of May 21, 1900, you 
are hereby notified and directed until further orders not to issue transportation to any 
one leaving San Francisco for other States or Territories of the United States, unless 
on presentation of certificate signed by a Marine Hospital officer. Inspectors of the 
Marine Hospital Service now stationed at the State borders have been instructed to 
allow no passengers coming from San Francisco to pass the borders of the State on any 
common carrier unless a certificate is furnished. This has been made necessary on 
account of the lifting of the quarantine by order of the Federal court, thereby allowing 
people who have possibly been exposed to the infection of plague to leave this city for 
other States. 

Respectfully, 

J. J. KINYOUN, 
Surgeon M. H. 8., Quarantine Officer A. M. R. 

I am informed that Dr. Kinyoun transmitted dispatches yesterday to 
Washington, through ofHcial channels, wherein are contained unwar- 
ranted statements and improper reflections. He has been advised by 
the United States District Attorney that his course is unjustifiable, and 
he refuses to withdraw his last order of general quarantine without 
further instructions from Washington. 

On behalf of the people of California, I respectfully protest against 
his actions, and request immediate relief for the people of this State, 
the traveling public, and the commercial interests of the coast. 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 

HENRY T. GAGE, 
Governor of the State of California. 



Gondition of Affairs in June, 1900, as Shown by the Following 
Excerpt from Pages 10 and 1 1 of Oovemor Gage's First Bien- 
nial Message to the Legislature January 7, 1901. . 

While these events were transpiring, the City Board of Health of San 
Francisco had already quarantined the Chinese district, but a test case 
having been heard in the United States Circuit Court before the Hon. 
W. W. Morrow, Judge thereof, the city quarantine was held illegal by 
a decision rendered June 15, 1900. In the course of this decision the 
eminent Judge observed as follows: "/f it were within the province of 
this Court to decide the point, I should hold that there is not, and never 
has been, a case of plague in this city." 

Upon the day following the decision of the Circuit Court and the rais- 
ing of the quarantine about the Chinese district. Dr. J. J. Kinyoun, the 
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Federal quarantine officer (who had been previouely a party to eome of 
the investigations of those favoring the plague scare), arbitrarily and 
without proper cause quarantined the entire State. This summary and 
unjustifiable action appalled our citizens. The fruit and other industries 
were threatened with ruin. Business was partly paralyzed. Gloom 
settled over our State, and the promise of a prosperous and happy end- 
ing of the year was disj>e11ed. On the night of Saturday, June 16, 1900, 
the date of the arbitrary quarantine of Dr. Kinyoun, I telegraphed the 
Preeidentf appealing in behalf of the people of the State to release the 
quarantine, and I referred for the facts to my previous report to the 
United States Secretary of State. Appeals to the President were also 
made by the Republican State Central Committee and by its officers, 
and by many distinguished citizens irrespective of party, while the 
members of the California Republican Delegation to the Republican 
National Convention personally called upon the President at Washing- 
ton, making similar appeals. 

The President, being suflBciently advised of the true condition of 
affairs, acted promptly, and on Monday, June 18, 1900, he communicated 
with the Secretary of the Treasury, so that U. S. Surgeon-General 
Wyman was directed to order a release of the State quarantine, which 
was done at once. 

Although oui" great and just President acted almost immediately when 
the injustice of Dr. Kinyoun and the said certain city officials of San 
Francisco was submitted to him, still, prior to the ©stabjiehment of the 
quarantine, other States in the Union, being misled by the reports from 
the said officials who fostered the plague scare, quarantined against us, 
a course which was followed by the Republic of Mexico and a few other 
foreign States, Even yet, on account of the reports of the said city 
officers and of Dr. Kinyoun, the State of Texas continues an unjust 
quarantine against us, checking travel and interfering with the ship- 
ment of our commodities. 



Telegram from Senator Perkins to the Gkivernor. 



^^^^^^B \VASHi.>{aTON, D. C, January 26th, 190L 

^JHonTHrnry' T. Gagb, Governor, Saeramento, Califorma: 

Treasury Department has appointed commission of exf^erts not con-' 
nected with any department, two of them having studied plugiie in 
China and India, familiar with it clinically and microscopically, third 
member having bad exceptional advantages for its study, all of highest 
possible standing, representatives of University Pennisylvania, Chicago, 
and Michigan; part of commission already on ground. They are 
instructed to be unprejudiced and independent, avoiding undue [)uh- 
licity and expre^aing no opinions until alter report made to Washing- 
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ton, and they are directed at suitable time to pay their respects to you. 
Am informed this demanded by action of other States and not inspired 
by immediate alarm, but that if their findings should be affirmative 
it will demonstrate necessity of action to prevent situation becoming 
critical in the future. Authorities here desirous matter should be 
managed with discretion both in determining situation and treating it 
and without giving unnecessary concern. The matter is so far confi- 
dential, has not been given to press. 

GEO. C. JENKINS. 

Telegram from the Qovemor to Senator Perkins. 

ExKcuTivE Dep.\ktmknt, 
Sacramento, Cal., January 28, 1901. 
Hon. George C. Perkins, U. S. Senate, Washingtorif D. C: 

A, dispatch received by me yesterday forenoon, through Western 
Union, dated January twenty-sixth, signed Geo. C. Jenkins. Was 
stated as confidential, but contents were published in San Francisco 
Chronicle yesterday morning before its delivery. Was telegram sent by 
you? If so, was it designed for publicity and revealed at Washington, 
or shall I hold Western Union Company responsible for divulging 
contents? 

HENRY T. GAGE. 

Telegram from Senator Perkins to the Qovernor. 

Washington, D. C, Jan'y 29th, 1901, 9:20 a. m. 
Hon. Henry T. Gage, Governor, Sacramento, Cal.: 

I sent you Saturday afternoon confidential dispatch after consulta- 
tion with Treasury Department. Newspaper press had no knowledge 
of its contents until a dispatch in New York Herald Monday announced 
that a bacteriologist from Michigan had left for California. 

GEO. C. PERKINS. 

Telegram from the Governor to President McKinley. 

Executive Department, 
Sacramento, Cal., January 28, 1901 . 
The President, Executive Mansion, Waahington, D. C: 

I have been informed that Treasury Department has sent a com- 
mission of experts to this State to examine the pretended plague cases 
heretofore reported, as well as present health conditions, which com- 
mission is now about to commence investigations, ignoring the State 
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aulhnrilies in the matter, and proceeding in line with reports heretofore 
made by Dr. J. J. Kinyoun to Surgeon-General of Marine Hospital 
Service. 

I hope that in ihia matter of vital interest to the people of California 
there is no intentional discourtesy on the part of officer directed by the 
Treasury Department to supervise this investigation. 

In this matter, which concerns deeply the welfare of this State, 1 
respectfully request that cooperation with the State authorities by such 
eacperts should be advieed, in order that the State may select eminent 
home bacteriologists and physicians, as well as, if deemed necessary i 
bacteriologists and physicians from other States and countries, to 
examine the same suspected oases, bo as to arrive at a correct and 
impartial conclusion. 

I dislike much now to call your attention to this matter, but the 
irreparable injury heretofore done to this State by unfair and ex parte 
examinations warrants this appeal. 

Your most obedient, humble servant, 

HENRY T. GAGE, 

Governor of California. 
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Telegram from Hon. Lyman J. Gage, U. 3. Secretary of the 
Treasury, to the Governor, 
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Washinqto.v^ D. C, January 30, 1901. 
Hon, Henby T. Gage, Oovemor, Sacramento f Cat: 

Replying to your telegram January 29th, addressed to the President, 
the commission appointed by this Department embraces experts who, by 
reason of technical knowledge and personal experience with the disease, 
make it the highest possible authority* They are from great insti- 
tutions of learning, entirely disconnected with any department of the 
Government, and are chosen from different sections of the country wholly 
on account of their attainments, and have been directed to call upon 
you for the purpose of paying their respects and acquaint you with their 
work. In no sense, therefore, is any diacourteey intended, and the 
Department desires the commission to make these investigations in its 
own way, unhampered by detailed instructions from the Marine Hos- 
pital Service, or any other influence. It is expected to ascertain the 
facts, and the Department does not feel it should hamper the commission 
in its method of investigating and getting at the facts. It will be inde- 
pendent of Dr. Kinyoun or any previous reports. Its conclusions are to 
be based on its own observations, and will be made known to this 
Department alone, and promptly forwarded to yon by the Department. 

L. J. GAGE, Secretary. 
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Letter of Secretary Qskge to the Plagne Gommission. 

You are hereby appointed special commiBsioners of this Department 
for the purpose of ascertaining the existence or non-existence of bubonic 
plague in San Francisco, or other port in the State of California, under 
such instructions as will be furnished you by the Surgeon- General of 
the U. S. Marine Hospital Service. 

L. J. GAGE, Secretary. 

Instructions Qiven by Surfireon-Oeneral W3rman. 

Sib: I enclose herewith a letter signed by the Honorable Secretary of 
the Treasury appointing you a special commissioner of the Treasury for 
the purpose of ascertaining the existence or non-existence of bubonic 
plague in San Francisco or other ports in California, under such instruc- 
tions as shall be furnished you by the Surgeon-General of the U. S. 
Marine Hospital Service. The commission is composed as follows: 
Prof. Simon Flexner, University of Pennsylvania, chairman; Prof. Novy, 
University of Michigan, and Prof. Barker, University of Chicago, 
recorder. A copy of the same letter has been furnished the other mem- 
bers of the commission. 

In accordance with the letter of the Honorable Secretary of the 
Treasury you are directed to proceed at the earliest practical date to 
San Francisco, where the commission will hold its first meeting at the 
Occidental Hotel. You are informed that bubonic plague has been 
reported to exist in San Francisco and its existence has also been stren- 
uously denied. You are directed to place yourself in communication 
with the proper local authorities with a view of obtaining facilities for 
the examination of cases, either deceased or living, suspected of being 
infected with this disease. You are further informed that it is the desire 
of this bureau that your investigation should be entirely unprejudiced 
and independent. It is left with the commission to determine the proper 
location- to pursue this investigation. You may, with the approval of 
the bureau, if convenient, obtain the use of the laboratories of public 
institutions in San Francisco, etc. 

You are requested at least two or three times a week to make a brief 
written report as to the status of your investigation, not necessarily 
technical, in order that the bureau may be informed on the work of the 
commission. At such time as the commission may deem proper it will 
call and pay its respects to the Governor of the State. They will report 
all their proceedings and findings, properly prepared by the recorder, 
which shall be signed by the commission and immediately transmitted. 
The chairman of the commission, when a conclusion has been reached, 
will telegraph the same briefly to the bureau and your findings will not 
be given out until approved by the bureau. You will wait final orders 
from the bureau before departing from San Francisco. 

WYMAN, Surgeon-General. 
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Governor's Message to Legislature, 

Upon the receipt of the dispatch from Hon. Lyman J. Gage, dated 
January 30, 1901, the Governor transmitted a message to each branoh 
of the Legislature^ of which the following is a copy : 

Executive Department, State of California, 
Sacramento, January 31, 1901. 

I have the honor to represent to your honorable body that upon 
Sunday, the twenty-seventh day of this month, I received information 
that the United States Treasury Department had sent to this State a 
comniission of experts to make an ex parte investigation into the con- 
dition of the public health of our State, and that some of the dis- 
tinguiahed members of said commission were already in the city of San 
Francisco. 

Realizing the gravity of an investigation conducted in secret, with- 
out any opportunity on the part of the State authorities to examine 
into the work as it is intended to be conducted by the said commission 
appointed by the United States Treasury Department, I deemed it of 
the most immediate importance to inquire of the President the reasons 
and purpose of this secret commission, and on the 28th instant I trans- 
mitted the following telegram to the President of the United States* 

ExEctJTtvE Depahtmekt, 
Sack&kebto, Cal,, January 2S, lEKlL 
The PhcaiDENT, Exectiiive JTaiMton, W(Uhington, D. C. : 

I liuve been informef] that TreasHry Dcjiartnicnt tiaa seat a commission of experts to 
this State to exttmiiit* tlie pretended plague cases heretofore reported, as well as present 
heahJi ctmditions, which commisaian is now abotat to commence investigations, ignor* 
XTij^ the Stute antbodties in the matter, and proceed! rijg in line wLtb repurtii heretofore 
muilc by Dr. J. J. Kinyoun to Surgeon -General of Marine Hospital Service. 

I hope that in this matter of vital interest to the people of California there is no 
intentional discourteayon the part of officer directed by the Treasury Department to 
BUiJcrvise this investigation. 

In this matter, which eoncema deeply the welfare of this State, I respectfully request 
that coiiperation with the State authorities by such experts should be advised, in order 
that the Btate may select eminent home bacteriologists and physician;^, as well as, if 
deemed necessary, bacteriologists and physiciwna from uther States and conntrit's, to 
examine the same 5U<«])ected cases, so as to arrive at u correct and impartial concluiiion. 
I dislike much now to call your attention to this matter, but the irreparable injury 
heretofore done to this State by unfair and ex parte examinations warrants this appeal. 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 

HENRY T. GAGE, 
Governor of California. 

Yesterday afternoon I received from the Honorable the Secretary of 

the Treasury the fallowing telegraphic reply: 

WAaHisQTO!?, D, C, January 30, 1901, 
HoH. Hesby T. Ga.ok, Qai'&rnor, SttCr^mvnto, Cal,: 

Repaying to your telegram January 29th, addressed to the President, the commission 
appointed by this Department embraces experts who, by reason of technical knowledge 
and personal ex|terience with the disease, make it the highest posiiible authority. They 
are troui great institutions of learninjj, entirely disconnected with any department of 



24 REPORT OF THE SPECIAL HEALTH COMMISSIONERS. 

the Qovernment, and are chosen from different sections of the country wholly on 
account of their attainments, and have been directed to call upon you for the purpose 
of paying their respects and acquaint you with their work. In no sense, therefore, is 
any discourtesy intended, and the Department desires the commission to make these 
invoHtigatlons in its own way, unhampered by detailed instructions from the Marine 
HoHpital Service, or any other influence. It is expected to ascertain the facts, and the 
Dei>artment does not feel it should hamper the commission in its method of investigat- 
ing and getting at the facts. It will be independent of Dr. Kinyoun or any previous 
reports. Its conclusions are to be based on its own observations, and will be made 
known to this Department alone, and promptly forwarded to you by the Department. 

L. J. GAGE, Secretary. 

From this answer of the Honorable the Secretary of the Treasury, it 
is apparent that State cooperation is refused, and that the investigation 
of the commission will be conducted wholly on such lines as will 
exclude any possible opportunity on the part of the State to either 
verify or refute any position which may now or hereafter be taken by 
the said commission or the United States Marine Hospital Service. 

Under these circumstances, the State is now forced to rely upon an 
investigation pursued by a commission which it has neither invited to 
its territory nor in the selection of whose personnel it has had any voice. 

The previous inaccurate reports respecting the existence of bubonic 
plague in this State, which has resulted in the injury to the reputation 
for health, as well as in injury to its citizens, industries, and commerce, 
have been the consequence of a system of ex parte investigation, without 
opportunity of State examina^on or superintendence. 

The repetitions of such investigations upon secret lines, without public 
scrutiny under State authority, as have been heretofore pursued, will 
imperil the welfare of every citizen and inhabitant of this State, and 
will bring distress to the farmer, orchardist, horticulturist, manu- 
facturer, tradesman, merchant, as well as to all our marine and land 
transportation companies. 

The meanest criminal under the Constitution of the United States can 
not be denied the right of being confronted by his accusers, listening to 
their testimony, and subjecting them to cross-examination; and shall it 
be contended that the gr«at State of California shall be unjustly denied 
a similar privile|;e in the opportunity of facing those who, impugning 
tlie public health, as the result of a secret and one-sided examination, 
might choose to cast an irremovable blemish upon the State's sanitary 
condition, on which the personal rights and property of her citizens in 
a largo measure depend? 

Tho State being denied a hearing, I conscientiously believe, therefore, 
that legislation is immediately and urgently needed by which our State 
may asmme that general and unrestrained control over the subject of 
the public health within its borders which so vitally concerns her, and 
which is hor in.nlienable ri^ht by virtue of her sovereignty. 

ImpelKxi by the sense of public duty, in view of this exceedingly 
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grave situation, I rely upon the discretion of your honorable body to 
take BUch appropriate action in the premiaee as may be deemed 
advisable. 

HENRY T. GAGE, 
Governor of the State of California. 



Telegram firom the Governor to President McKinley. 

Executive Department, 

Sacbamemto, Feb. 17th, 1901. 

The Presidekt, Executive Mansion, Washington, D. C: 

In reply to my telegram to yon of date Jan, 28thf I received telegram 

irom Secretary Gage, as follows : 

WjiBHiHaTDX, D. €., Jan. 3(Hb, IflOl. 
HoHOBABLE Hbfsv T. Gaqe, SacTttminto, Calif.: 

Replying to your teSegrairi Jan. 2Bth, addnsaeil to the President, the comniitision 
appointed bj this Dejiartnieiit embrace's experts who hy riiasuii id teclmical knowledge 
Mid peraonal experience with a diseaije mp,ke it of highest possible authority. Tlii<y ata 
from great instil Qtions of learning, entirely disconnected with uwy dejMirtment of the 
Government, and are chosen from different sections of the country wholly on account 
of their ftttalomenta, and huve been directed to call upon you for the jjurpose of juiying 
their respects and acqaaini you. v.-ith thHr work. In uo aeose, therefore, ii any dis* 
courtesy intended, and the Department desires the commieaioa to make these inv^stt- 
gatlons in its own way anbainpercd by detailed instructions from the Marine Hoepital 
Service or any other inticience. It is ex|>ect«d to ascertain tlj€ tacts, and the Depart- 
ment does nut feel it should hamper the commission in its methods of investj>,'atir)g 
and getting at the facts. It will be indei^endent of Dr. Kinyoun or any previous rppurt. 
Itfl conclusions are to be based on itgi own obaer^'ation^, and will be made to this 
Department alone and promptly forwarded to you by the Department. 

1;5&F.». L. J. GAOE, Bacretnry. 

On January 31 at I received from one of the experts referred to in tbie 
dispatch, a letter, copy of which is as follows: 

OcCIDEmrAL HOTKI. 

8a n 9nKvmmo, Calif., Jan. :iB, IflOl. 
HoK. Hksry T. Qaqe, Govtmw of California, Sarrnmento^ Calif.: 

Deab Sxb: You have doubtk^s been informed from Washtngrtott tliat the Federal 
Government (Treasury Department) has appointed Professor Simon Flexner, of the 
University of Pennaylvania, Prof. Frederick G. Novy, of the University of Michigan, 
and Prof. LleweUys F. Barker, of the University of Chicago, as a special commission to 
ascertain the existence or noa*exist«nce of plague in San FrancUco or in other [Xtns or 
places in the State of California. Among the orders given to the commSii^ion is unv 
stating that the members of the commiaston are to pay nespecls on a suitable occu^iun 
to the Oovemor of the State. The members of the commission rvsiiectfully indSoite, 
therefore, that they hope to have the opportunity daring their visit here to do th«m- 
selves the honor of paying tbeir respects to yon. In the meantime, the memhern «( the 
commission are undertaking their investigation with «« Uttl* publicity us ptitE'Sble, 
They will be grateful for aid of any tort from any source. The taTestigatians aru to be 
from the beginning nnprejudiced and independent. 
I have the honor to he, sir, 

(For the oomiuissiooli, 

Your* very truly, 

LLEWELLYB P. BARKER. 

(Keeordar^ 
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And replied thereto on February 2d, as follows: 

EXBCXTTIVB DePABTMENT, 

State of CAUFOBiaA, Sacramerto. 

State Capitol, February 2, 1901. 
Prof. Llewellys F. Barker, San Franciteo, Cal.: 

Sir: By the direction of the Qovemor, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt 
of your communication dated January 29, 1901, in which yon state that the members of 
this special commission appointed by the United States Treasury Department indicate 
that they hope to have the opportunity, during their visit here, to pay their respects to 
the Qovemor. 

The Qovemor expresses his appreciation of the honor and begs leave to state that he 
will be pleased to receive the members >of the comqiission at the State Capitol at such 
times as the members may deem proper. 
Your obedient servant, 

W. I. FOLEY, 

Private Secretary. 

I heard nothing further from the commission or its members until 
February 13th, when I received the following letter: 

OcoiDSirTAL Hotel, Bait Frakcisco, Cal., February 12, 1901. 
The Hok. Hbkbt T. Oage, Oovemor State of OaUfomia: 

Dear Sir: The members of the commission appointed by the Treasury Department 
at Washington are very desirous of having the opportunity of calling upon yon, and 
would esteem it a favor if you would indicate a time and place at which they may 
have the honor of paying their respects to yon. 
Most respectfully, 

SIMON FLBXNBR, 
F. G. NOVY, 
LLEWELLYS F. BARKER. 

Immediately upon receipt of this communication I answered same, 
as follows: 

. State Capitol, February 13, 1901. 

Prof. Sixov Flsxitxr, Prof. F. G. Novy, Prop. Llewellys F. Barker, Occidentat 
Hotel, San Francisco, CaL: 
Sirs : By direction of the Governor, I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt this 
day of your esteemed communication dated February 12, 19(il, in which you express 
your desire that the Governor should indicate a time and place at which you may pay 
your respects to him, and in response thereto the Governor expresses his appreciation 
of your courtesy, and begs leave to say that he will be pleased to receive you at a place 
more convenient to you than that indicated in a reply to your previous letter, namely, 
in San Francisco, at room 380 of the Palace Hotel, on the first floor, on next Saturday 
afternoon, at two o'clock p. m., on which day the Governor will be in San Francisco on 
State business, and he trusts that such time and place may meet with your approval. 
I have the honor to be, sirs, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

W, I. FOLEY, 
Private Secretary. 

The time and place last appointed was the first opportunity given me 
to meet the members of the commission. At this interview I tendered 
these gentlemen every assistance the State could render them in the 
premises, and expressed the desire to be permitted to investigate the 
question at issue jointly with them. To-day, however, they inform me 
that their report will be ready for transmission to Washington to-mor- 
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row. Thus the State haB been denied every participation in this inveati* 
gaticn, while at the same time the commissioners have been constantly 
aided by Dr. Kinyoun'a assistants. This the commissioners adnntted in 
an interview with me yesterday. Should their report to the Depart- 
ment state that the plague exists here, such conchision will be regarded 
by our people as the result of an unfair, unjust investigation. Before 
such report receives the approval of the Federal authorities at Wash- 
ington, or be made public, I most earnestly and respectfully request 
that a re-investigation be bad at once, in which case the Government 
may appoint three commiseioners and the State of California three 
others, all to have power to select a seventh member in case such com- 
mission he equally divided in opinion^ The decision of such a com- 
mission would and should be regarded and treated by every one as 
decisive. If this most important but humble re<;iuest be denied us, then 
we respectfully submit that before the comraissioners' report be made 
public, and prior to taking any action thereon, the representatives of 
this State to be sent from here should be accorded a personal hearing 
in Washington to the end that undue alarm and consequent injury may 
be avoided. Whatever differences of opinion may at tbla time exist as 
to the existence or non-existence of plague, no one can honestly be of the 
opinion that the disease is epidemic in San Francisco^ nor can anybody 
seriously contend that ample protective and preventive measures cannot 
be taken in the premises, without even spreading great or any alarm 
among the people and without disturbing our commercial atl'airs, I 
take pleasure in assuring you, notwithstanding anything that may have 
been said to the contrary, that California wishes to cooperate with the 
Federal authorities in this moat important matter, having in view not 
only our own but the welfare of the whole people, and I implore you to 
afford our State an opportunity for such cooperation. 

J Your most obedient and humble servant, 

HENRY T. GAGE, 
Bk Governor of California, 

Tele 
Bia 
p. 
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Telegram from 



Hon, Lyman J. Oage, tJ. S. 
Treasury, to the Governor. 



Secretary of the 



Washington, D. C, February 19, 1901. 

His Ezcdleticy the Qoeemor of California: 

Replying to your telegram of the 7th instant to the President, while 
the Department does not deem it necessary to join in a new commission 
as you propose, it is not its purpose to make public the report of the 
present commission till you are advised of its purport, and even then 
the matter will be very seriously considered before any action ia taken. 
The Department is in accord with you in your desire to prevent unnec- 
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essary alarm and to consider measures with the least possible publicity 
or disturbance of commercial affairs, and will pursue this policy both 
with regard to its commission in California and its action at this end. 
In other words, it will endeavor to prevent undue publicity and desires 
to if possible avoid publishing any report. The Department accepts 
with pleasure your suggestion to send a special representative of the 
State, believing he can familiarize himself with the situation here and 
trusting it will result in cooperation. 

L. J. GAGE, Secretary. 

Telegram of the Qtovemor to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

State Capitol, February 19, 1901. 
Hon. Lyhan J. Gage, Secretary of the Treasury j WaahingtoHf D. C: 

Referring to your esteemed telegram of this date, in order that all 
questions might be completely disposed of without delay or further 
embarrassment, I would pfefer, before any action be taken upon the 
repbrt of Federal Special Commission by the Department, to per- 
sonally present the matter to your Department, rather than through 
the medium of persons to be sent from this State as representatives; 
but it will be impossible for me to leave here before the latter part of 
March, owing to the present session of our Legislature. 

Please inform me if such course would meet with approval of all 
concerned, and if action upon the report can be deferred. 

HENRY T. GAGE, 
Governor of the State of California. 

Telegram firom U. S. Bargeon-Qeneral WjmoD. to Dr. J. H. White 
of the U. B. Uarine Hospital Service. 

Washington, February 19, 1901. 
Dr. J. H. White, Occidental Hotelf San Francisco f Cal.: 

After seeing newspapers, as directed in my telegram of to-day, visit 
the Governor and convey to him the expressions contained in my tele- 
gram to you dated January 9, 1901. You are informed, as representa- 
tive of Treasury Department in San Francisco, that the commission of 
experts have confined the diagnosis by bacteriological investigation, 
. and the commission have been ordered to Sacramento, calling upon 
Governor and informing him alone thereof. You are to keep this 
strictly confidential. Trusting Department has accepted the Governor's 
suggestion to send special representative to Washington, where a con- 
sultation be held and arrangements made for cooperation. Your call 
upon the Governor will be with that end in view. 

WYMAN. 
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Telegram of Senator? Perkins and Bard to the Crovernor, 

Wabhikoton, D. a, Feb'y 20th, 1901, 
His Excellency Hekry T. Gage, Sasramento, Calif.: 

We suggest that in interest our State you use ynur influence prevent 
publiciition any reference to report so-called plague commission- If 
you will do this, Treasury Department will see that nothing given out 
here, and we may be able pass over this distressing affair without 
injuring name California at home and abroad. We merely offer this 
euggeetion in interests our State. 

GEORGE C. PERKINS. 

THOS. R, BARD. 



Telegram of the Governor to Senators Perkins and Bard, 

Sacramento, February 20, 190L 

To SENATaR GEORGe C. Perkins, Senator Tnos. R. Bard, 

U. S. Senate^ Washington, D. C: 

I thank you for your guggeetion. 

HENRY T. GAGE, 

Telegram of the Secretary of the Treasury to the Qovemor. 

Washington, D. C, February 21, 1901. 
Hiti Exrpllency the Governor of Cattforniaj Sac.ravientOf Calif: 

Replying to your telegram of February 19th, the Department believes 
that in view of all the facts presented to you by its agent?", you will 
coincide in the opinion that a delay of action until the latter part of 
March inadvisable, and the Department sincerely regrets your inabiHty 
to immediately come or send a representative, but Ijelieves that its 
accredited agents have made plain that its w^ishes in the matter are in 
accord with your own, particularly in avoiding publicity, and the 
management offers with the least possible detriment to commercial 
interests and without causing unnecessary apprehension. Surgeon 
White has informed the Department of a recent interview with you and 
your wishes in the matter of Department eervice, coucerniug which the 
Department would be glad to hear from you further with a view to a 
favorable response. 

L, J, GAGE, Secretary. 
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Telegram of the Gtoyernor to the Secretary of the Treasury. 

Sacramento, February 26, 1901. 
To Hon. Lyican J. Gage, Secretary of Treasury ^ Washington, D. C: 

In reply to your dispatch of date February 21, you are aware that a 
dispute originally arose between the Federal authorities and the State 
authorities in refer«^nce to health conditions of California; and whereas, 
since then, the Federal authorities have made investigations in which 
the State authorities were not allowed to participate; and whereas, the 
commissioners who prosecuted the investigations for the United States, 
under such circumstances, have concluded that the health conditions at 
San Francisco need certain attention; and whereas, heretofore I 
expressed my views in regard thereto by message to the Legislature of 
California; still, in view of all of the circumstances and conditions, 
believing that it will be for the best interest of all concerned, first having 
been assured by your office that your department would take the steps 
hereinafter referred to, if requested, and in the performance thereof 
' would, among other things, be particular to avoid publicity, and that 
the management would be pursued with the least possible detriment to 
our commercial interests; and believing that, if the Federal authorities 
be given control in the premises, all other States of the Union may be 
better satisfied, and that all general quarantine of this State and of its 
cities will thereby be avoided, and that all quarantine of other States 
against this State may be avoided, and so forth, I therefore respectfully 
request the United States authorities to take charge of the matter within 
this State and deal with the situation from the standpoint of the report 
of its commissioners, but without cost or charge to this State, at the 
same time assuring you of my hearty cooperation. 

I thank you for your courtesy, and await your reply. 

HENRY T. GAGE, 
Governor of the State of California. 

Telegram of the Secretary of the Treasary to the Ooyemor. 

Washington, D. C, February 26, 1901. 
Hie Excellency the Oovemor of California, Sacramento, Cala.: 

Acknowledging receipt of your telegram of the twenty-fifth, the 
Department wishes to express its appreciation of your courteous attitude 
in the matter under consideration, and desires to submit to you the 
following suggestions, namely, that in the work to be performed, while 
all ordinary expenses incurred in the payment of its own oflficers may 
be met by the Department under the law and in accordance with usage, 
the chief burden should be borne by the City of San Francisco. The 
Mayor and other necessary local authorities should be notified, as were 
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you, with a view to an understatiding as to this matter. No mimici- 
pality has ever depended financially upon the Government under like 
circumstancee, though there have been numeroua parallel cases during 
epidemics of yellow fever. Even if the Department should be willing, 
contrary to its announced policy, the matter would have to be brought 
before Congresa for an appropriation, which is now practically impos- 
sible, and would moreover give undue publicity. Surgeon White will 
be the agent of the Department, in charge of the whole situation, which, 
in view of the return of troops in the near future from the Philippines 
through San Francisco, will be doubly necessary. Please answer as to 
above suggestions. 

L, J. GAGE, Secretary. 

Telegram of Senators Ferkins and Bard to the (Jovemor. 

Washington, D. C, February 26, 190L 
Hon. Henry T. Gage, Governor of California, Sacramenlo, Cala,: 

We have seen your diepatch of February 25th to the Secretary of the 
Treaaury, and ate gratified at your evident desire to bring about a 
cooperation between the National, State, and local authorities, but 
believe it will be a mistake to attempt to have Treasury Department 
bear all the expensesj surely San Francisco is able to raise the necessary 
funds. We fail to see how the Treaeury Department can take any other 
position than it has taken, in view of the reports, for some time past, of 
its own officer, of a commission of university experts, which it will 
shortly dissolve, and in view of the reports which we learn it is receiv- 
ing (three within the past month) from the official authorities of San 
Francisco. We earnestly advise, therefore, that the friendly coopera- 
tion which the Treasury Departinent is evidently endeavoring to bring 
about be helped along by yourself, and are convinced that such action 
on your part will receive general commendation. 

GEO. C. PERKINS. 
THOMAS R. BARD. 

Telegram from the Governor to the Secretary of the Treasury, 

State Capitol, February 27, 1901, 
Hon. Lyman J. Gage, Secretary of the Treasury^ Washington, D. C: 

There has evidently been a misunderstanding between your Depart- 
ment and myself, otherwise you would have accepted the proposition 
contained in my last dispatch, which, I understood, conformed with thej 
views of your Department. Now, to avoid all complications and delay 
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I have this day appointed four distinguished citizens of this State to 
personally confer with you on the subject of your suggestions. They 
leave the second instant, direct for Washington. I am confident that 
all matters will be satisfactorily arranged. 

HENRY T. GAGE, 

Governor. 

Telegram of the Governor to Senators Perkins and Bard. 

State Capitol, February 27, 1901. 
Senator George C. Perkins and Senator Thomas R. Bard, 

Washington, D. C: 
Have this day sent very important dispatch to Secretary Gage 
designed to cover points suggested by you. 
Please confer with him. 

HENRY T. GAGE. 

Telegram of Senators Perkins and Bard to the Governor. 

Washington, D. C, March 1, 1901. 
Hon. Henry T. Gage, Governor of California, Sacramento, Cal.: 

Have read your last message to Secretary of Treasury, giving notice 
of the, coming of committee of four distinguished citizens. Too late 
now, even if advisable, to secure special appropriation for expenses. 
The Department believes City of San Francisco should bear expenses 
and seems disposed to address Mayor with view of securing cooperation 
of the city, and failing in that effort we fear it will result injuriously to 
our State. 

THOMAS R. BARD. 
GEO. C. PERKINS. 

Special Health Commissioners Appointed \}j the Governor. 

March 1, 1901, the Governor appointed as special health commission- 
ers of the State of California to consult and advise with Federal 
authorities at Washington, D. C, concerning health conditions of the 
State, and to report to the Governor, the following gentlemen : John P. 
Young, Henry T. Scott, T. T. Williams, and W. F. Herrin. 

Also, on same day the Governor issued to Fremont Older a separate 
commission to represent the City of San Francisco and the State of 
California at Washington in conjunction with the above-named gentle- 
men. 
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I Letter from Dr. Wbite, of the U. 3, Marine Hospital Service, to 

the Governor. 

San Francisco, May 18, 1901. 
To His Excellency Henry T. Gage, Governor of the Siate of California , 
Palace Hotel, San Franeiscoy California: 

Sia: I have the honor to invite your atteation to certain facts in con- 
nection with the work now being done in Chinatown., and to request 
your consent to the plan which I propose and which I hope may be 
successful. Since the beginning of the inveBtigation of sick and dead 
in Chinatown on April 8th, the apparent mortality among Chineae hat 
dropped to 75 per cent or leas, and in the total population there were 
only shown, from April 8th to 30th, inclusive, 65 sick persons, most of 
whom were suffering from such chronic diseases as consumption, cancer, 
etc. My inspectore have been shown only an exceedingly small number of 
acute diseases, and a number so small a3 to be ridiculously out of pro- 
portion, out of a population of 15,000 people, in which population there 
would be, according to all vital Btatistics, at least 100, and probably 150, 
sick from acute diseases at all times. This is against an actual showing 
by the Chinese Six Companies of three or four such cases. Take either 
horn of the dilemma you pleaae, and grant for the sake of argument 
that they have shown all the actual dead (that number of dead during 
the month of April from the 8th amounting to 22), it is preposterously 
out of proportion and five times as great as it should be for 65 sick — 
fully aa much out of proportion as the said 65 sick are out of proportion 
to the large population of the town. Pardon me if I have gone rather 
exhaustively into this matter, but I wish you to understand the situa- 
tion fully in order that you may understand the request that 1 am 
making, which request is aa follows: 

That you authorize me through my agents to investigate sickness and 
deaths «|uietly in any other town or city in the State; this request 
being made because I feel assured that the sick are being sent out of the 
city whenever they present any appearance which might in any possi- 
bility be plague, or be mistaken for plague; and I know that it is need- 
less for me to aay to you that all of the very arduous and extensive 
work now being done in Chinatown will be absolutely of no avail if 
houses, after being cleaned, are going to be reinfected by being used na 
abiding places of infected persons. You can see that should the 
Chinese so desire, there is nothing to prevent them from taking a sick 
mail from Chinatown to Oakland, or even to Sacramento, after night- 
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fall, or easily in the morning before operations in Chinatown by you 
and my people have begun. I beg that you will give this matter your 
earliest possible consideration. 

Respectfully, 

J. H. WHITE, 
Surgeon M. H. S. 

Telegram of the Governor to Dr. White, U. 8. Marine 
Hospital Service. 

Sacramento, May 28, 1901. 
Dr. J. H. White, Surgeon Marine Hospital Service, 

No. 4^0 California St., San Francisco, Cal.: 

You will please take notice that the State authorities have not 
requested you nor any other officer of the Federal Government to 
investigate or participate in an examination of the health conditions of 
the State outside the limits of the City and County of San Francisco, 
and that the State Board of Health is complying in every respect with 
the conditions requested by the Federal authorities, and is fully carry- 
ing out the agreement with the U. S. Treasury Department. 

I have always been ready and desirous of making the most searching 
investigation into the health conditions of San Francisco and other 
points within this State, but the investigation should be conducted on 
fair and honest lines by those representing the Federal Government 
and the State. 

I decline to allow you to assume control of State health affairs, and 
pursue secret and hidden investigations. The State authorities are now 
and always have been abundantly able to look after the health concerns 
of the State without interference. Your mere suspicion from the 
improved health of the Chinese district that the sick are being removed 
from San Francisco, is not only unwarranted as a conclusion, but I 
know it to be unfounded in fact. I therefore decline to authorize your 
agents, whose responsibility to me is unknown, to do as you have pro- 
posed and requested. If there is any city, town, or district within this 
State where you yourself desire to make examination, let me know, and 
I will send some one suitably qualified professionally to look over the 
matter with you.(^ut one-sided secret examinations, such as have 
been witnessed in San Francisco, to its great detriment, and to that of 
the State, will not be permitted elsewhere. \ 

If you desire to have a conference with me at any opportune time, I 
will be pleased to comply with your wish, but communications by mail 
or telegraph are unsatisfactory. 

HENRY T. GAGE, 

Governor. 
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Telegram of Dr. White, IT. S. Marine Hospital Service, to tj 

Crovernor. 
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San Francisco, June 7, 1901. 
ffis Excellency the Governor of California^ Los Angeles^ Cala.: 

In conference with Doctors Hill and Mathews, of the State Boai 
yesterday, and Messrs. Herrin and WilliamSj of your committee, I ma 
some verbal propositions regarding the continuance of the work 
Chinatown which I wish to formally repeat to you. If, when the disi 
fection of Chinatown is finished, the Stale of California will grant t 
Service permission to continue the autopsies, the inspection of the sic 
and the right to inve$iitigat« cases and places within the State in its o^ 
way, and to properly disinfect all premises if cases should subsequenf 
be found, I believe I can have the quarantine against California ' 
Texas and Colorado raised; but without the right to carry on the abo 
investigations, you can readily understand that it will be impossible 1 
me to certify to the health authorities of these States that there ie i 
danger of cases occurring, because all the avenues of infection have li 
been controlled. It is to be underetoodj of course, that these will be n 
personal recommendations to the bureau in Washington, and with thi 
I should like to present your reply. Accordingly I should apprecifl 
an answer by Sunday evening, as I pontemplate an immediate trij 
Washington. 

J. H. WHITE, 
Surgeon M. H. S, 



tri^ 



Telegram of the Governor to Dr. White, U. S. Marine* 
Hospital Service. 

June 10, 1901, 

Dr. J- H, White, U. S. Marine Hospital Service, San Francigcoj CaLi 
Your much appreciated dispatch of June 7th at hand. 1 have as J 
received no report from you upon our joint work in San Franciffl 
After perusing that I will be most happy to go over the subjd 
embraced within your last message with a view to a most ffi ead 
adjustment of all the matters in which we are interested. 

HENRY T. GAi 



rieuQ 



Telegram of Dr. White, of the tT. S. Marine Hospital Service, 

the Governor. ^H 

RocKLix, Calif., June 10, 1901< 
Hift Excellency GoVER-VOB Gaae, Los Angeles, Calif,: 

En route to Washington for conference, your telegram reaching i 
Sacramento. Contents much appreciated. Will report same wl 
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great pleasure to Department. Feel I am expressing wishes of Service 
as well as my own in hoping for an amicable adjustment. Will wire 
fully all points from Washington. 

J. H. WHITE, 
Surgeon M. H. S. 

Telegram from TT. 8. Burgeon-Oeneral Wjm&n to the Oovemor. 

Washington, D. C, June 18, 1901. 
His Excellency Governor Qaqe, Sacramento, Cal.: 

Doctor White has arrived, and reports work of cleansing and disin- 
fecting Chinatown, San Francisco, nearly complete, and that he is 
satisfied the work has been done by your agents under his advice in 
full compliance with the understanding. A few unfit habitations 
remain to be condemned; that work is in progress by the San Fran- 
cisco Supervisors, and all will be completed within a few days. It is a 
matter of mutual congratulation that no cases have been found during 
the progress of this work, and that the outlook is so encouraging. For 
our mutual protection and interests I believe it very essential that the 
supplementary work indicated in Doctor White's telegram to you of 
June 7 should follow, as it will cause continued satisfaction and pre- 
vent comment and criticism of both the State and Service, which would 
otherwise be likely to follow. The bureau here is able, by reason of its 
central position, to know the sentiments which prevail, and a quiet per- 
formance of the labors suggested by Doctor White is in many points 
advisable from every standpoint. I have read this telegram to the 
Secretary of the Treasury, who concides therewith, and if necessary will 
communicate with you himself. Will you kindly wire your views? 

WALTER WYMAN, 

Surgeon-General, M. H. S. 

Letter of the Governor to U. 8. Burgeon-Oeneral W]rman. 

June 24, 1901. 
Dk. Walter Wyman, Surgeon-Oeneral M, H. S,, Waahingtonf D. C. 

Sir : I am much pleased to receive through yourself assurances that 
the agreements made by this State have been performed " in full com- 
pliance with the understanding," and likewise greatly value the state- 
ment, emanating from such high scientific authority as yourself 
(especially having before us the past grave blunders of others not having 
had your wide experience), that now it is certain and a matter of 
mutual congratulation "no case" (of plague) "has been found during 
the progress of this work," which result was by me at all times con- 
fidently expected. 

The State authorities have made thorough and extraordinary investi- 
gations, and I am fully advised as to the health conditions of California, 
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and know there is no occasion fit this time for the further investigation 
suggested by Dr. White, and am moat happy to report that it will not 
be necessary for your departnnent to be further burdened. 

However, if it ia your pleasure, as a mere precautionary measure, to 
make further autopsies, or if there is any city, town, or district within 
this State which you, through your Department, desire to inspect, please 
be good enough to name such competent persons as you desire and I 
will moat cheerfully send others qaalified professionally and in every 
particular to cooperate and look over the situation with them, and 
thereby further your highly commendable purpose in that regard. But 
one- sided or secret examinations (not at all times participated in by 
the State), such as have, in the past, been witnessed in San Francisco, 
to its irreparable detriment and to that of the whole State, you can 
readily eee, from the result of your own recent searching and valuable 
ezanii nation, should not^ and can not, be again permitted. 

I appreciate most deeply your kind offices and shall be glad to 
cooperate with you in future. 

Respectfully yours, 

HENRY T. GAGE. 



THE DISINFECTING. CLEANING, AND FUMIGATING OF 
CHINATOWN, IN THE CITY AND COUNTY OF SAN 
FRANCISCO, STATE OF CALIFORNIA, BY STATE BOARD 
OF HEALTH. 



Headquarters of State Board ok Health, 
Room No. XU Ferry Building, 

Sajj Fkancisco, August 27, 1901. 

The work of di8inf6Ctlng, fumigating, and cleaning of the district 
known as Chinatown, in the City and County of 8an Francisco, was 
commenced April 8, 1901, by the State Board of Health, under the 
super visiitn of the Marine Hospital Service of the United States, 
Dr. J. H. White in charge. The district known as Chinatown and 
mapped out by Dr. White consisted of the following seventeen blocks: 

Block 132, bounded by Pacific and Jackson, Powell and Stcfckton 
greets; 

Block 133, bounded by Jackson and Washington, Powell and Stockton 
streets; 

Block 1 r34, bounded by Washington and Clay, Powell and Stockton 
streets; 

Block 135, bounded by Clay and Sacramento, Powell and Stockton 
Btreets; , 

Block 136, bounded by Sacramento and California, Powell and 
Stockton streets; 
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Block 110, bounded by Broadway and Pacific, Stockton and Dupont 
streets; 

Block 111, bounded by Pacific and Jackson, Stockton and Dupont 
streets; 

Block 112, bounded by Jackson and Washington, Stockton and 
Dupont streets; 

Block 113, bounded by Washington and Clay, Stockton and Dupont 
streets; 

Block 114, bounded by Clay and Sacramento, Stockton and Dupont 
streets; 

Block 115, bounded by Sacramento and California, Stockton and 
Dupont streets; 

Block 89, bounded by New Montgomery Avenue and Pacific, Dupont 
and Kearny streets; 

Block 90, bounded by Pacific and Jackson, Dupont and Kearny 
streets; 

Block 91, bounded by Jackson and Washington, Dupont and Kearny 
streets; 

Block 92, bounded by Washington and Clay, Dupont and Brenham 
Place; 

Block 93, bounded by Clay and Sacramento, Dupont and Kearny 
streets; 

Block 94, bounded by Sacramento and California, Dupont and 
Kearny streets. 

The blocks on the west side of Stockton Street were not cleaned in 
their entirety; only portions of said blocks are occupied by Chinese, 
and in no instance was it necessary to invade the premises on the 
Powell Street boundary. 

On April 4th, the following communication was received at this office 
from Dr. J. H. White, viz: "The work of disinfecting, fumigating, and 
cleaning the district known as Chinatown will commence at the south- 
east corner of Stockton and Pacific streets, and follow a southeasterly 
course on account of the prevailing winds." 

The State Board of Health was prepared to begin work on April 5th, 
when Dr. White made a request for postponement until April 8th. At 
9 o'clock on the morning of April 8, 1901, we commenced work with a 
force of forty-three men on block 111, beginning on the corner of Stock- 
ton and Pacific streets, as per instructions of Dr. White. Under the 
instructions of the Marine Hospital people we requested the Chinese to 
clean their premises preparatory to having them fumigated by means 
of the following process: "All rooms to be fumigated with five per cent 
sulphur dioxide for forty hours, with all contents in place. This to be 
followed by all textiles to be subjected to a steam disinfection for 
twenty minutes in a temperature of 215° Fahr. All goods that could 
not be disinfected by steam to be soaked in bichloride of mercury solu- 
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tion, 1 to 10(W, or in five per cent carbolic acid solution. All other 
things that do not come under these clauses and incapable of disinfection, 
such as foodstuffij, were to be carried to the crematory and burned," 

These orders were countermanded and the following plan was substi- 
tuted, viz : The floors and walls waist high in the rooras in the various 
premises to be washed and scrubbed with a saturated lye solution 1 
pound to a 4-gallon bucket of water, and the remaining portion of the 
walls and ceiling to be sprayed with a 1 to 800 solution of bichloride of 
mercury. We were obliged to pursue this plan in all storerooms until 
BUch lime that it was found to be of such character of work that it 
would be impossible to complete the large storerooms and warehouses 
short of seven or eight months. By request and after consultation with 
Dr. White we were permitted to fumigate those Etoreroome which con- 
tain^ goods that were not damagable by means of sulphur process of 
fumigating. In those storerooms and warehouses which eoutained 
goods which were easily damaged we were permitted to use a formalde- 
hyde gas. 

The men were divided into squads of five each, one of said squad 
being known as the captain or foreman. These squads were in charge 
of physicians employed by the State Board of Health, who gave instruc- 
tions as to the work to be performed and saw that it was properly done. 
After a building was cleaned with the lye solution the physician in 
charge of the squad performing the work in said building would report 
the same to one of the physicians acting as inspector on the staff of 
Dr. White, and he in turn would inspect said building and mark it 
ready for spraying. The building then would be taken in charge by 
the spraying squad, whose duty it was to spray the walls and ceilings 
with a bichloride of mercury aolutioUj 1 to 800. After this character of 
work was completed the building was again inspected by the State 
Board of Health inspectors, and by them reported to the inspectors on 
the Federal staff, who in turn inspected the building and approved the 
work by marking upon each door of the rooms of the building "0. K.'' 
and " Bich,," which meant that the rooms and building had been 
cleaned, fumigated, and disinfected to the satisfaction of the physician 
acting as inspector on the stafl'of Dr. White. 

This character of work was carried on until all of the 1,185 buildings 
in the district were completed; in all 1S,888 rooms were cleaned, disin- 
fected j and fumigated, besides numerous hallways, stairways, sinks, 
yards, basements^ sub- basements, water-closets, and roofs. Dirt and 
filth from these buildings were carried to the street and alleyways, 
where it was covered with quicklime by a force of men employed by the 
State, after which it was carted oft' to the crematory, and burned j 
in all 1,511 loads of this garbage, or 4,533 cubic yards. The carting 
and burning of this material were done by the City Board of Health 
at the expense of the city, 
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All the dark rooms, alleyways, and stairways were subjected to a coat 
of whitewash by a squad of men working under instructions of our 
inspector and at the expense of the State Board. In conjunction with 
the above, a plumbing inspector was employed, who made a thorough 
investigation of all the plumbing in the buildin'gs in the district, and 
where defective plumbing was found notice was served upon the owners 
or their representatives, and with few exceptions the necessary repairs 
were made to the satisfaction of our plumbing inspector. 

At this point we desire to note that the following plumbing fixtures 
and materials were used to place the plumbing in a sanitary condition: 

97 new water-closets were put in. 
186 new galvanized sinks. 
46 automatic flush tanks. 

36 new porcelain urinals. 
28 slop-hoppers. 

37 new iron and lead traps. 
1600 feet cast-iron sewer pipe. 

27 feet galvanized vent pipe. 
1200 feet galvanized water pipe. 
137 water-closets were repaired. 
48 sinks were repaired. 
81 slop-hoppers were repaired. 

During the work a request came from Dr. White asking that a squad 
of men be formed, to be known as the " flying squadron." This squad 
was organized and put in charge of one of the State physicians. The duty 
of this " flying squadron" was to clean and fumigate the buildings in 
which alleged cases of bubonic plague had existed; this squad cleaned in 
all some 34 buildings. The average number of men employed daily on 
all the work ranged from 135 to 150. The number of physicians 
employed as inspectors was 6. 

A doubt having arisen in the minds of Dr. White and his staff as to 
the number of sick Chinese reported in the Chinese quarters, a corps of 
five physicians was employed by. the State Board to make a house-to- 
house canvass in the district known as Chinatown, and to ascertain the 
truth of this doubt. These physicians made a daily report of the work 
performed by them, and also a report of the Chinese whom they found 
sick, giving a history of the case and their diagnosis of the disease. 
These reports were made in duplicate, one being placed on file in this 
office, and the duplicate sent to the office of Dr. White. Each block in 
the district was covered by our physicians eight different times, and in 
all of the seventeen blocks only 307 sick cases were reported to this 
office. Few cases of acute sickness were found, most of the cases being 
of a chronic character, the majority of whom were suffering from 
pulmonary tuberculosis. 

Herewith is a statement of the deaths among the Chinese and Japa- 
nese of this city since 1897, as tabulated by the statistician of the City 
Board of Health : 
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A census, taken by the State Board of Health, aB to the nuniber living 
in the district known ae Chinatown, amounted to 14,281 men, women, 
and children. 

A raoTgue was established by the Marine Hospital people at 638 
Merchant Street, in the quarters formerly ueed as the City Morgue. 
Any Chinese man, woman, or child dying in the City and County of 
San Francisco was, by the order of Dr. White and his associatee, 
immediately removed to this morgue and treated as a case of bubonic 
plague until the autopsy proved the contrary. The morgue and labora- 
tory of the Federal authorities were conducted by Drs. Flint, M, White, 
and Ryfkogle. Dr. Flint performed all autopsies, and under an order 
issued by the City Board of Health of San Francisco, no Chinese person 
dying in the City and County of San Francisco could be buried until a 
cenificate of death was countersigned by one of the above named gentle- 
men, showing that the case was not one of bubonic plague. The morgue 
and laboratory at the present time are under the direct charge of Dre. 
Blue, White, and Currie. At all the autopsies the State has been repre- 
ganted by one or more physicians, and no autopsy has been held without 
a representative from this Board. Specimens were removed from the 
bodies of those autopeied for the purpose of making bacteriological 
invegtigationa* The State has aa its bacteriologist Dr. S, M. Mouser, 
who conducts a very thorough and complete investigation in all cases 
which are considered in any way suspicious. 

The hours for holding the autopsies were arranged for 10 a. m, and 
3 p. M. daily. From April 8th to August 19th^ 98 autopsies have been 
performed. Many of these cases were looked upon aa very suspicious by 
the physicians employed by the Marine Hospital Service; hut at all 
times the State Board, through its representatives, has never found a 
case which could be pronounced as one of bubonic pi agile, and the 
report of the State Board's bacteriologist shows the result of a complete 
investigation. 

The following cases have been selected as the ones which were looked 
upon as suspicious hy the physicians in the employ of the Marine 
Hospital Service: 

Woo Poy Wing, 822 Clay Street, male, 32 years old, laborer, died 
at above number on the 7th of April. This case was seen by Dr. 
Lawlor on the 17th of March, and he obtained a history of pulmonary 
tuberculosis of over one year's standing. Autopsy made by Dr. Flint 
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revealed the following facts: Glandular system, submaxillary (anterior 
and posterior), cervica, supra clavicular, right axillary, all negative. 
Left axillary, found one gland enlarged to the size of almond. The right 
inguinal glands just felt. The left inguinal just felt. The peritoneal 
cavity was filled with a cloudy, straw-colored exudate, which contained 
numerous flocculi. A remark was made at this point that this was 
very characteristic in plague, and that it was hardly necessary to go on 
further with the autopsy. At the suggestion of the State's representa- 
tive, the autopsy was completed, with these findings, viz.: Anatomical 
diagnosis: Pulmonary tuberculosis, acute peritonitis, tumor of csecum, 
intestinal perforation, and arterio sclerosis. Bacteriological diagnosis, 
negative. Had it not been for the demand on the part of the State's 
representative at the autopsy this would probably have been reported 
as a case of plague. 

Mark Owau Wing, alias Mae Quod, 755 .Jackson Street, male, 35 years 
old, laborer, died April 27th. This case was seen two days before 
death, and the cause of illness was given as spitting of blood. From a 
history of the case, a diagnosis of pulmonary tuberculosis was made. 
Anatomical diagnosis: Pulmonary tuberculosis; chololithiasis; acute 
parenchymatous degeneration of the kidneys. Bacteriological diagnosis : 
By the Federal people, distinctly bipolar stained bacilli; by the State 
authorities, the bacteriological examination showed a negative result. 

This was the case which they endeavored to make out as one of plague, 
and had it not been for the firm stand taken by our physicians there is 
no question but that this would have terminated as a pronounced case 
of bubonic plague. At the autopsy Dr. Flint made no statement con- 
cerning plague until he removed one enlarged gland from the right 
axilla. The right lung was removed and found to be tubercular. Dr. 
Flint then endeavored to remove the left lung, but found it so firmly 
adhered and diseased that it was impossible to remove it through the 
abdominal opening, and he stated that he did not desire to mutilate the 
body by making an opening in*the chest walls. He further stated that 
this was a case of pulmonary tuberculosis, and with this diagnosis the 
State's representative felt satisfied and left the morgue. Later on in 
the afternoon Dr. Flint was found going through Chinatown in com- 
pany with a police officer to the building in which the deceased China- 
man had resided at 735 Jackson Street. The room which he occupied 
was sealed and locked, but no quarantine was placed on the building. 
Dr. White immediately made a request that the room be fumigated, 
which was complied with. That evening the State's representatives 
demanded that the order given by the Federal people to quicklime the 
body for burial be countermanded, and a further and more complete 
autopsy be performed. Our request to non-quicklime the body was 
granted, as well as postponement of time of burial. The following 
morning Dr. Flint was interviewed and requested to explain his petition 
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He (stated that he desired to await the result of a bfitteno- 
igation b€fore giving an anatomical diagnosis. He t<aid 
ite desired to make a more complete autopsy they could 
lid not, but finally admitted that both lunge were com- 
bed by tuberculosis, and the left lung to such an extent 
1 possible to remove it. No further autopsy was insbted 
.limission. We learned that they had inoculated a guinea 
tiinea refused to succumb to their bacilli. The result was 
illy admitted that no evidenee of plague had developed 
wteriological examination, although they were poBitive in 
: that they had found bipolar stained bacilli. The bacte- 
estigation made by the State's physicians on the above 
egative result. 

Bta Feller, white, female, died at the City and County 
-April 24th, Anatomical diagnosis : General acute p«ri- 
>static congestion of lungs; cloudy swelling of the liver, 
heart; chronic fibroid myocarditis. Bacteriological diag- 
e Federal people, bipolar stained bacilli, plague; by the 
•rities, pneumococci. 

'n the opinion of Dr. Flint, a typical case of plague. This 
led with her family at 140 Berlin Street, and was taken 
1 I5th, while nursing her husband, who was sufiTeriiig from 
leumonia, the cause of which was a fractured rib produced 
of a cow; aud on April 19th, on account of the distressed 
cumstances of the family, she was removed to the City and 
pital and placed under the care of Dr. Charles Rosenthal 
le of her death, and wiis attended by Dr. Alfred McLaughlin 
removal to the hospitaL From Dr. Rosenthal the State 
information that this wae a catie of acute peritonitis, with 
lar pneumonia, and he eigned the death certificuU', giving 
tamed diseases as the cause of death. Dr. Pillsbury. who 
utopgy in this case, could not verify the statement of Drs. 
ogle, Kellogg, and others, who claimed that they found plague 
a, B. F, Williams and Doddsworth, internes at the City and 
pital, were present at the autopsy. On the findings of Dre. 
therti, the ward at the hospital in which the woman died 
tined pending a more complete bacteriological examination 
of Dr. Flint and his associates. These physicians were go 
arding their diagnoais in this case that they went out to the 
f the deceased woman with the intention of taking some of 
f the sick husband for examination and to Haffkine the chil- 
li tlieir arrival at the house, and after getting a history nf ihe 
illness and injurieSt they failed to carry on any further 
on, or to Haflfkine the children. They inoculated a guinea pig 
nensf removed from the body of the deceased woman, but the 
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result proved negative. After holding ofif a bacteriological examination 
for a week or more, they finally admitted that they had been mistaken^ 
and countersigned the certificate of death, giving as a cause of death 
acute peritonitis with lobular pneumonia, and ordered the quarantine 
raised on the ward. The State's representatives had informed the 
Federal people and their associates that they could give them a com- 
plete history of this woman's case from the date of her very recent 
confinement when she gave birth to a child, up to and including the 
time of her death, and that they were positive as to their position that 
this was not a case of bubonic plague. The Federal people and their 
Bssociates ordered this body quicklimed for burial, yet they permitted 
a public funeral from an undertaking establishment in the Mission and 
published the date and hour of the funeral in the daily papers. 

Lee Yick Wau, 622 Jackson Street, male, laundryman, 42 years old, 
Buddenly died April 27th. This case was not seen before death, but an 
investigation before the autopsy was performed revealed the fact that 
the man had died from the effects of an overdose of Chinese medicine. 
Dr. Flint stated, before the autopsy began, that this certainly was one 
of the supposed hidden cases of plague, so often mentioned. At the 
request of the State's representatives, a complete autopsy was made of 
the stomach and intestines, and when no cause was found to account 
for the acute pathological changes in the stomach and intestines, the 
State's representatives gave the cause as above mentioned, and thus 
another case was proven to be based on fallacy. Anatomical diagnosis: 
Acute gastro-enteritis; phthisis; cholelithiasis; chronic pleurisy and 
' chronic interstitial nephritis. Bacteriological diagnosis, negative. 

Wong Do Gap, 828 Sacramento Street, male, age 40, died May ;L3th 
at the Oriental Dispensary. This case was seen many times clinically 
for more than one month, and a diagnosis of tubercular adenitis was 
made. Anatomical diagnosis: Acute hemorrhagic gastro-intero colitisi 
caused by chewing and swallowihg Dr. f*lint's clinical thermometer; 
chronic nephritis; edema of the lungs; cervical tubercular adenitis of 
the glands of the left axilla. Bacteriological diagnosis: Federal people 
found bipolar stained bacilli, and inoculated a guinea pig ; result proved 
negative. 

Lei Lum or Gee Mon Sui, 625 Dupont Street, age 43, laundryman. 
Autopsied at Public Morgue, July 7th. Spleen examined by Federal 
doctors on same day, and pronounced suspicious of plague. This case 
was reported July Ist, and seen clinically. A diagnosis of pulmonary 
tuberculosis and stenosis of trachea made. Obstruction in trachea was 
due to a cicatrix resulting from a cut in throat with suicidal intent. 
Patient committed suicide on the 6th, and was examined as above stated. 
Cultures and inoculations proved bipolar stained bacilli to be diplococci. 

Mon Lung, 4 Clay Avenue, child, age four months. This case was 
treated at the Presbyterian Mission by Dr. Minnie Worley for more 
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than two weeks for pneumoDia, Autopsy revealed bipolar sLained 
organisttis in Binears from gpleen. These appeared to State's representa- 
tive to be streptococci, not bacilli aa claimed by Federal doctors. Cul- 
tures and inoculations proved organisms to be streptococci and the cause 
of pneumonia. 

To ihe Haiwrable Board of Health of the Stntt of OiM/bmia.' 

The undersigned begs to report that on July 6, 1901, he was present at an autopsy of 
A Chinaronn named l*e Ali Wa(?), made by employes of the U. 8. Marine Uospival Ser- 
Txce, and has since njade i.-ultur?'? and ingculations with tiasues from the body of said 
Chinaman, makinis the usual bactertaloglcal investigatiDGs, whi^h l«ad liim to the 
conclnsion that said Chinaman diisd of septicemia hemurrh«^cs, and not af bubonic 

plague. 

Respectfully aubmitted, 

S. M. M0P8ER. 

Sajt Feawcibco, July 10. ifiOl. 



Case 64, known as "Saina," a Japanese diva, of 845 Waahtiigton 
Street. This was the second body autopsied on July 9th; the first 
being that of **Moiyo," also from the same place. This case was 
reported by Dr. Blue at 10 p. m. on July 8th as very Buspicioue of 
bubonic plague. Drs. Lawlor and Stone visited the case about mid- 
night on the eame day, and found the patient sufiTering with a fever 
ranging from 101° to 102^*, moderately rapid pulse and breathing, and 
enlarged inguinal femoral glands on both sides. The glands were 
about the size of an almond not hulled, surrounded by a slight peri- 
glandular edema, and tender upon pressure. The skin over glandg on 
right side showed a well-defined puncture mark, which had been made 
by Dr. Ryfkogel for the said purpose of withdrawing blood from glands 
for bacteriological examination. The history of the case previous to 
visit of Drs. Lawlor and Stone ie this: The patient became sick the 
latter part of June. Dr. M, Eegensberger was called in to treat the 
ease- He made the diagnosis of typhoid fever and gave treatment for 
same, but since the patient did not show signs of improvement under 
this treatment Drs, Carpenter and Evans were called in consultation. 
Both of these doctors heard murmurs over area of heart, but were not 
satisfied as to their diagnosis, and therefore a third consultation in the 
form of a bacteriologist, Dr. Ryfkogel, was called in, who at once pro- 
nounced the case bubonic plague, and then made the puncture above 
mentioned to confirm his diagnosis. The poet mortem showed the fol- 
lowing: A chancre on the right aide of vulva, the inguinal femoral 
groups of glands enlarged and surrounded by a non-hemorrhagie peri- 
glandular edema. Some of the glands ready to break down by fibrinous 
necrosis. Smears made from the glands showed the bipolar stained 
organism only to be present in set of glands on right side where the 
puncture had been made. The sniears made from glands on left side 
were negative. From the cut surfaces of tumefaction about glands a 
serous exudate flowed, or rather oozed. The peritoneum, intestines, 
mesentery and its glands, stomach, and kidneys were found to be 
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normal, not even injected nor hemorrhagic. The spleen was about 
double its size, soft, pulp structureless, and upon capsule being cut 
flowed out. Smears made of spleen did not show bipolar stained organ- 
isms. The heart did not show any lesions, not even thickening of 
valves, although a few atheromatous plagues faintly showed in aorta, 
this proving that the consulting doctors who heard murmurs as stated 
above were mistaken. The lower lobes of both lungs were greatly con- 
gested, and upon being cut a serous, sanguineus, frothy exudate flowed 
from same. It should be added here that smears were made from this 
exudate of lungs, from the heart's blood, and from the mesenteric 
glands, but none of these smears showed bipolar stained organisms; 
this proving clearly that the organisms found in the right group inguinal 
femoral glands were not found in blood of subject. This is in direct 
contradiction to findings of bacilli in suspected plague cases elsewhere; 
the spleen being the organ where the bacilli are found most abundantly, 
and if at all present, are found in this organ. This is in accordance 
with the ideas of the Federal doctors, because frequently no other organ 
in a case is examined. 
Cases 68 and 68 were similar in every respect to above cases. 

To the Honorable State Board of Health of the State of California: 

The undersigned begs to report that at the request of your Honorable Board he has 
made a thorough bacteriolo^cal investigation of three Japanese women who died at 
845 Washington Street, and has arrived at the conclusion hereinafter stated : 

These women were named, respectively, Miss Moiyo (No. 63 of autopsies made since 
April 4th by medical men connected with the U. 8. Marine Hospital Service), Miss 
Saina (No. 64), and Miss M. Kawamura (No. 68). These women were all inmates of a 
house of. prostitution, and were similarly situated as to their habits and mode of life. 
The post mortem appearances were in many respects similar, except that in case 68 
there were marked evidences of syphilis, copper-colored spots appearing on the skin of 
nearly all parts of the body. There was in each case some enlargement of the inguino- 
femoral glands, but in no case was the gland broken down or in a state of suppuration. 
There were no marked changes in the axillary or cervical glands. 

In cases 64 and 68 there was a little enlargement of sotpe of the mesenteric glands. 
In each case the spleen was somewhat enlarged and friable. In all three cases were 
found short, rather thick micro-organisms, staining more deeply at the ends than in 
the middle. Guinea pigs inoculated with portions of tissue from these dead bodies 
invariably died in a few days with every evidence of septicemia hemorrhagica. In all 
these cases the organisms were obtained in pure culture and inoculated into half-grown 
guinea pigs, not one of which died nor showed evidence of disease. While the organism 
found in these cases resembles somewhat that of plague, it equally resembles so many 
other bacteria that we should hesitate to pronounce on it from its morphology alone. 
For instance, chicken cholera, swine plague, the plague of deer and other wild animals, 
septicemia hemorrhagica, etc. 

Where the greatest bacteriologists in the world differ in opinion on the identity of the 
organisms above named, should we not hesitate to pronounce hastily and positively by 
the morphology alone without taking into consideration the clinical aspect of these cases 
and all other evidence that can be obtained? Returning to the morphology of the 
organism found in the cases, it will be proper for the writer to state that he has, while 
investigating these cases, found an organism identical with the one found in the dead 
subject in every particular. Not only in its morphology, but the culture and reactions 
are the same throughout. This was obtained in some water from a small lake which 
was being examined. Since, in examining some urine, he found what is morphologically 
its prototype. From this last it was convenient to obtain cultures. 
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O^iioslly we have no evidence of the existence of plague. In the first place, there 
has been no unusual amount of sickness in the Chinese quarter or in the city. 
Secondly, with the exception of the three cases under consideration, and perhaps two 
others, there have not been two cases of suspects found in one house, nor in the imnie> 
diate vicinity. This has not been the case in other places where plague has prevailed. 
In view of all the facts he has been able to gather he does not hesitate to say he is 
satisfied that the above mentioned were all cases of septicemia hemorrhagica, and not 
bubonic plague. 

Case 69, a Chinese girl, fifty days old, was submitted to the undersigned for inves- 
tigation, but as the micro-organism above described was not found, no further 
. investigation was made. 

Respectfully submitted, 

8. M. M0U8ER, M.D. 
Ban Fbakcibco, August, 1901. 

WoDg Chou, 24 Waverly Place, age 32; occupation, Chinese doctor. 
Aatopsied August 20, 1901. This case was not seen clinically by the 
State's representatives before death. Dr. M. White, of the Marine Hos- 
pital Service, was notified of the sickness of the above Chinaman by 
Wong Chung, the interpreter for the Marine Hospital physicians, 
whereupon Dr. White made a visit to the above place and saw the case 
clinically one half hour before death. After visiting the case, he imme- 
diately notified the physicians representing the State that he had a very 
suspicious case and one which showed clinically all the evidences and 
symptoms of a true case of bubonic plague. He was so positive of 
proving his clinical diagnosis to the satisfaction of the other physicians, 
that when the case was visited by Drs. Blue and Currie, of the Marine 
Hospital Service, and Drs. Lawlor, Stone, and Bothe, representing the 
State Board of Health, with Dr. White, the said Dr. White carried with 
him to the residence of the said Chinese a quantity of Yersin serum for 
the purpose of using it on the sick Chinaman. Upon arriving at the 
residence of the Chinaman, much to the surprise of Dr. White and his 
associates, they found that the said Wong Chou had departed to the 
" Great Unknown." The case was immediately removed to the morgue, 
where an autopsy was made by Dr. White in the presence of the above 
named physicians and representatives from the City Board of Health. 
The autopsy revealed the following facts: The peritoneum was not 
injected and the abdominal cavity contained no fluid. Mesentery 
glands were not enlarged. The spleen was enlarged to more than 
double its size, of a dark chocolate color. The stomach was normal, 
but contained about one pint of Chinese medicine, which had an odor 
of chloral. The lower lobes of the lungs were congested, but contained 
no tubercles. The heart contained a large ante-mortem clot. The 
glands in the left inguinal region were slightly enlarged, and over this 
region the Chinaman had a large plaster of Chinese ointment. On 
making an incision over the course of the spermatic cord a large 
quantity of pus exuded; upon further examination a large abscess on 
the left testicle was found. This no doubt was the cause of the swelling 
in the region of the left inguinal gland. Smears from the pus showed 
the infecting organism to be streptococcus. The smears taken from 



48 BEPORT OF THB SPECIAL HEALTH COMHIS8IONEBS. 

other organs of the body showed that they contained the same organism. 
Death was due to the streptococci infection, with an acute splenic tumor, 
and to an overdose of Chinese medicine. Dr. White and his associates 
seemed to be very much disappointed in a failure to prove their clinical 
diagnosis of bubonic plague. 

TO SUMMARIZE. 

The State has scrubbed an area equal to 525 acres, and in addition 
thereto, fumigated about 30,000,000 cubic feet of dwelling apartments. 

Have seen 307 sick cases and autopsied 103 cases. 

Total cost to date, $37,518. 

Number of days cleansing Chinatown, and visiting the sick, 142. 

During all of which time we have not observed a single case of bubonic 
plague. 



OFFioB or 

CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH, 

Sacbamehto. 

To Hit Exeellency Hon, Henry T. Gaoe, Governor of California: 

Sib: On March 3l8t, ijjj^l, as executive officer of the State Board of 
Health, I was authorized an'd'^iUected by you to incur the necessary ex- 
pense to render the Chinese quarter of San Francisco thoroughly sanitary 
and, incidentally, to eradicate any contagious disease found to exist there. 
The report of the operations entered upon and carried out by virtue of 
this order is herewith submitted. At the beginning of this work the 
Federal authorities who co-operated with us were of the opinion, based 
upon reports of others more or less trustworthy, that bubonic plague 
was prevalent among the Chinese of that city, and that it would be 
readily found as soon as proper investigation was had. During this 
period of fumigation, disinfecting, and cleansing no effort was omitted 
on our part nor on the part of the Marine Hospital representatives to 
locate and identify the presence of plague. 

At the conclusion of the work, as thorough and searching as it could 
possibly be made, no case of bubonic plague was found, nor was any 
indication of its having been there discovered. If plague had existed 
in San Francisco just prior to this sanitary investigation, it would have 
been there during the months of April, May, and June, because no 
efforts had been made to suppress it and no precautions taken to pre- 
vent its spread. ., 

It is safe, therefore, to say that the -evil reports of the presence of that 
disease in San Francisco were based upon error in diagnosis upon the 
part of incompetent investigators. We take great pleasure in assuring 
you that plague does not exist in San Francisco, and that it never has 
had lodgment there, nor elsewhere in California. 

CALIFORNIA STATE BOARD OF HEALTH. 
By W. P. Mathews, Secretary. 
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NOTE. 



This Leetiirewas delivered on Friday^ 14tli Decem- 
ber, 1877, ill theOpemtiiig Theatre of tlie Mell>ounie 
Hospital, by Mr. James Geohge Beakey, F.K.C.S.E,, 
Senior Surgeon, on the occasion of the presentation 
of tlie gohl and silver medals for proficiency in 
operative surgery, adjudged to certain of the students 
who attendefl h\ti Lectures during the pmt scBsion. 

The presentations were made by Sir John 
O'Shakassv, K.C.M.G., as follows : — 



Gold Medax, 
FrKsT SiLvtR Medal 
Second Silver Mkval 
TiriKO Bjlver Mei>a[. 



ClIARLES JOHN TROOD. 
S. E. A. Z. WUINARSKI. 
THOS. R. LEW KRa 
E. O. OCHtLTRKE. 
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In pmseutiug tlie medals, Sir Joan said — I have 
iriuch j)Ieasure in presenting you witli these very 
valuable, and, no doubt, well-merited prizes from 
Dr. Beancy. I need not say that, as an oM Victorian 
colonist, and one who stood upon the site of the 
Melbourne Hospitnl before the erection of the build- 
ing was commenced, it affords me the greatest 
possible pleasure to be here on this oceasion, and 
present the prizes which have been awarded by 
Dr. Benney to tlie successful students, during the 
past year, hi his class of operative surgery in con- 
nection with this institution. I think that scarcely 
anytbinf^ can be regarded as more renmrkalde in the 
progress of the colony than tlie iiiteresthi^ event 
wbich has called us tocjether to-day. You have 
before you a noble profession, and I have no doubt 
that yon will be greatly encouraged in the pursuit of 
the studies necessary to thoroughly qualify you for 
that profession, by the fact of receiving these gold and 
silver medals from so eminent a surgeon as Dr* 



Ifeaiiey, who has delighted us by the address which 
he ha^ just r^ad on *'Thc History and Progi'ei^ of 
Surgery." 

In responding to a vote of thanks proposed hy 
Dr. Bemiey for his having acted as chairman, 
Sir JoiiN said — Gentlemeti, I thank you very ninch, 
1 know no event in tlie past history of Victoria, the 
remenihrance of which aftords^ me greater gratification 
than tJie laying of the fcnindati on-stone of the Mel- 
bourne Hospital. That t(Kjk ])Iacc in 1K41, now 
thirty-six yeai's ago. The year before the first stone 
of tlie Hospital was hiid, tlic necessity for the 
estaldishnient in tliis i-itv of an institution for the 
relief of poor pei-sons requiring j^urgical and medical 
aid became so apparent that a private houMi in 
EliKaheth-street wft» used for the puq^ose, under the 
management of a connnittce of benevolent gentlemen, 
Tlie result of that small beginning is the Melbourne 
Hospital, a eharit^ible institution of which tlie colony 
may well be ]>roud, and the crowning glory of which, 
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HISTORY * PROGRESS OF SURGERY: 

DBUVBEEP to Tt1>; ST^l^K>!TS >*f rut; MflLBOURXB HOHl'IT.il., ikS IIIK 
(W.rAWlON OK THE t'tlKSKX rAHOS WK TTIK PKIXE?* IN PHK 

Clash of OrKHATivE .SuBOKRy, 



BY JAMES GEOKGE BEANEY, K-ILCB., 

Srfiit^f Sarnfoii to tfu Ho»pi(aL 



Gentlemen, 

The science we stiuly, the profe.ssifni we pur- 
Bue, is without coiitrathctiou one of the noblest juid 
most beneficent that can occupy the attention of the 
hmnan mind; and while in a mercantile and mer* 
cenaiy age it would be unwise to assert that we 3u*e 
indiiterent to its substantial rewards, or that we 
despise the reputation which accompanies success, 
etill I can confidently assert that every gurgeou who 
is devoted to his callin»< linds in it a liigher delight 
than one altogether indepeiulent of that which its 
emoluments and distinctions are capable of at!'ordlng 
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biin. Viewed as a science, surgery presents itself to 
us in a twofold aspect: first, as subjecting to our 
scnithiy the structure of the most complex piece of 
living' mechaniam — the human body — to he met with 
in animated nature; and, secondly, by the minute 
and careful iiscrutin}' of that, body and each of its 
orgftus, both in health and disease, as furnishing us 
with the means of combating disease, of repairing' 
injuiy, nf assuaguig pain, of remedying tlefect, of 
rectifying deformity, and of co-operating with 
nature in her restorative and conservative fnnctions. 
In so doing the surgeon may clahn to be a public 
mid private benefactor ; and never more 8(i than at 
the present time, when the wonderful dij^coveries of 
science have armed him with admirable instruments 
and with invalualde anajsthetics, which enable him 
to perfoiTU tlie most critical operations under circum- 
stances calculated to ius|Mre him with confidence and 
to exempt tiie patient to be operated upon from all 
snffering, Wlu-n we look back upon the surgeons 
of only fifty years ago it must be candidly confessed 
that in spite of the higliest skill, and the truest 
iiumanity, the operathig-i-oom did sometimes re- 
semble a shamble, and that the reproach of butchery 
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did occasionally apply to tho!>« wha wielded the 
knife. IJut tliin was unnvoidnble; while there can 
hf no (loiiht that it Imd the etlect of sthimlatintr ex- 
pennient, of (|uicken'uig invention^ ftnil of iuducing' 
the bc»t surgeons of tiie day in all parts of the 
world to cast about for the means of pursuing their 
hihours with improved np|tliances, so a.s to lessen the 
sum of individual suffering. 

In reviewing the progress of surgical science 
< luring the last lialf eentury, precedence must bo 
given to those tmsusthetics, such as aither, chloro- 
form, and the a>ther spray^ which nuiy be said to 
have revolutionized the practice of our art. By the 
diecnverj' of these agents we arc enabled to abolish 
the pfiiti we should otherwise be compelled to inflict. 
It is said of Cheselden^ the distinguished surgeon of 
the jiast, that on operating days he suffered great 
mental anguish at the thought of the awful amount of 
pain he was about to inflict on hi.s fellow- creatures; 
hut what a jtrivjlegc ih now eutrustetl to us — to he 
enabled to lay our patient for a time as if in deatb 
while he is undergoing some great surgieal operation 
midertaken fo*' the purpose of removing some dire 
disease or in reparation of the mutilations of injuiy. 
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Many of the operators of bygone days, unskilled in 
ansitoniy and jiatholog}% jirc described m "agitated, 
trumbling, misenibk', IiL'sitnting in the midst of diiti- 
culties, turniiiij roiin<l to their friends for tlmt 
support which sliould come from within, feeling in 
the wound for things which they did not understand, 
holdhig consultations amid the cries of the patient, 
or even retiring to consult about his case, while he 
lay bleedings in great |>ain and awful expectation." 
Now-a-days the operator is braced up with courage 
and calm composure as he gazes on his patient after 
the chloroform has "caused a deep sleep to fall upon 
Iiim." 

There is a common but exceedingly expressive 
phrase which has frequently been made use of, not 
merely with respect to great inventions, but to im- 
portant reformatory improvements. People assert 
"the change was in the air," and this may be said 
with respect to the employment of aather as an 
anesthetic, for the idea occurred, if not simulta- 
neously, at any rate independently to many minds. 
It was foreshadowed upwards of 300 years ago by 
that illustrious French surgeon, Ambrose Pare, who 
must be regarded as the father of our modern 
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sfic'nce, antl who was saved from the massncre of St, 
Bnrtliulomew by the King hiiuself, who sent for him 
int(^ his owti lieilroom, and told him not to stir out, 
as ho did not conj>ider it to he right to rnurdtT n num 
M'ho waft so iii«eM to the world. Pare, you know, 
put :i stop til the hnrhftrons practice of curing- — or 
profcsshig to cure — guiisliot woundn by pouring 
boiling oil iiit^j thetn; and he also aholifthed the 
atrocious ut^n^t* of civuteiizing a Hnib to stop the 
hirmnn'hngi' altei' amputation. An essentially 
huniaTie opomt^jr, lie was accustomed to produce 
local in>en*ibility to pain by sustained pressure 
upon the nervous trunks leading to the [inrt to be 
treated. 

As far back as 1832 the young people of Athens, 
in the State of Georgia, were nddietefl to the inhala- 
tion of ether as a stimulant, but its first |»roduction 
f^f complete anaesthesia was the result of a praeticnl 
joke. At a *' <|uilting |>arty" at Athens, in 183y, 
some boys and girls insisted upon a little *' nigger" 
taking it '^"just for the fun of the thing." He fought 
furiously, then succunilied, and lay passive, breathing 
stertorously. They tried to aroujje him, but could 
not. Becoming alarnieil, a nunuited messenger wa.s 
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sent lor n doctor; and, strange to say, althnugli 
nearly two hours must have elapsed before his 
aiTivnl, the hoy was found to ho in a profound state 
of nntnsthesia. Dr. Long, nf Athens, freijuently 
inhaled ether in the present-e of his pupils ; and 
noticed that afterwanls he found hruises nn his 
[HM-son ; although at the time he must have reeeived 
theni, he w;va uiiconsoious of any pam. This set 
hhn thinking, and he resolved to iisccrtain if surgical 
iiperntions couhl not be performed while the patient 
was in a condition of insensibility thus induced. In 
1842 he aniputnted the toe of a negro hoy, to whom 
he had administered ether. In the following year 
he extrac ti^-d three cystic tumours from the liead of 
■\Ii'S. Mary Vincent, without pain ; and peribrnied 
neveral operations suhsetjueutly with the sissistaiicc 
of ether. In 1844 Dr. WeJJs, of Hartford, Con- 
necticut, produced aniesthesia with the same object ; 
and so did 4>r. Morton, of Ilostou, in iH4<). This wiis 
in tlie ^lassachusetts (loneral Hos[nta] ; and thence- 
forth it came into general use in the United States. 
It was not until 1847 that tlie sul)ject of antesthesia 
was hrst broached in Kngland at the meeting of the 
British Medical Association at Derhy. and itre(|uired 



THE HIBTORY ANP I'MOtlUBJlS OF HUIWJERY. 



K? 



no small courage on the part of the late Sir James 
Siin]t!!!Oii to .adv(H*ate the use of .inji'sthctics in 
ohstetrictil coses. All the old hostility of religion to 
[*rience was velieuiently juxnised ; and a perfect sti>nn 
of ohjnrgjition roared aruiirid his devoted head from 
}ni]|>its innuiiierahle. The Rihle was ransneke*! 

>r texts to j>rov<-* that he whs flying in the line 

f Providence. 

Fiercely denuneiatorv sermons were jireached 

ngaiiiKt him, fuid he wan toltl that to use chlorofonu 

wn«* " to evade the primaeval curse on women/' Hut 

wa« witty as lie was hrave and jierseverinii;, 

lid he i*etoite<l on the clerical bigots thus: — ''My 
opi)onent8 forget the 21st verse of the 2nd cha[iter 
of <iene.*i8. That, said he. is the record of the 
tirst surgical operation vvvv jterformed, anil that text 
proves that the Maker of tlie univoi*sc, before he took 
the rib from Adam's side, for the creation of Kve, 
caused a fleep sleep to fall on Aihiin." It la said that 
when 80UI0 of his clerical as.satlants read till?? brilliant 
retort in one of his pamphlets, they literally foamed 
at the mouth, and ilaiued with rage. I do not 
wonder at it. 'J'hey were l>Iown to pieces by 
their own guns. After all, howrvcr. \ am afraid wr 
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Met?dric, a Mirgtoii who tiourished in tfie latter 
half of the thirteenth century, and who has left, 
a curious work on surq^ery, alludes to wlmt he cnlls 
'*a flavour for performing surgical operntions," com- 
posed of the following ingredient?^— " < ^pium, mul- 
berry, heuhaue, mandmke^ and lettuce, to he Imiled 
until concentrated in a sponge, Mhich when wanted 
was to l>e wanned, an<l applied to the uostrilH of him 
who 18 to )r' operated on until he lias lallen ajsleep, 
and so let the surgery be performed." Taking such 
factK a« these into account, we can scarcely hel[) 
acknowledging the faot of Solomon's deduction that 
"there i.s no new thing under the sun/' Let u.s 
next glance at the iuvahmhle instruments which the 
j>rogre«s of scicntitic iiujulry and of met^hanit-al 
invention has placed in our hainb of late years. In 
the discovery of the precis^e local seat of disease, 
or of tJie suspected iiccumulatitai of morbid matter, 
the use of the explorhig neeille is almost equivalent 
to the acquisition of another .sense by the operative 
surgeon, as it penetrates beyond the range of 
his vision, and the reach of his tourh; while it h 
so constructed as to :Mlmit of its being thrust with 
safety into the most vital |)arts of the body. Then, 
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ajj^ain, we have Carte's ap|>aratu8foi' the trcfitmeut af > 
niieiiHsm by compression. Less tlian a humlrod 
years ago, when Dr. Wihiior imhlbhed his '* Cases in 
Surgery," there was not nn instance of* the successful 
]ierl(>rnian(*e <if the (iperntion for popUteal nneurisui 
in the raother-cuuntry. Then eante .Fohn Hunter's 
hftppy snggestion ot tying the artery considerably 
above the tumour; then in ease of femoral aneurism 
Abernethy's huM experiment of fipplying a ligature 
to the external iliac artery ; then in cases of carotid 
aueurism, Dr. Mott'8 heroic method of tying the 
arferla inDominata; and then the proceeding intro- 
duced by John Bell, of Efhuburi^h^ — that of tying the 
common carotid. Finally, if finality can be predi- 
cated of anything in surgery, we hnve the application 
of Huch a continuous compression of the trunk of an 
artery as either enth'ely interrupts the circulation, or 
duuinishes it so materially, as to enuhle a -sufticiency 
of blood c]t)t to be deposited to occupy the entire mc. 
And it is interesting to observe how often distin- 
guished writers of science have a kind of presentiment 
that certain discoveries will hv made. Thus, Pro- 
lessor Poner, of Dublin, some yearj> before the treat- 
ment of aneurism by cona|)resRion was employed, 
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renmrked that '' it thfiv could lit- :iii y otlier m<?aiis 
devised for removing tlio impulse of the heart 
diu'iiig the required period^ a ligature never need 
lie applied for the eure of aiicurisui." And when 
that means wjis hit upon, its simplicity wns jis 
remsirkahle as its etheacy i while the method ot 
iipplication cannot be hetter expressed than in the 
pithy rtdvicc of Professor Tufiiell :— '^ Make your 
connnand over the circulation eomplcte, hut do 
so with the uiliiimum ainouiU of pressure by whieh 
this object can be gained," 

N<> hetter attestation of the efficacy of compres- 
sion asi II euro for aneurism need be rited than tlie 
frH't recorded in the British and Foreign Medico- Chi- 
rw'jical Review^ that in Dublin, during a i>eriod of 
4Mght years, compression was employed in thirty- 
nine eases, nnd iu thirty out of theni a complete 
erne was the gratifying result; whereas it is 
estflbhshed on the best testimony, Iwith rtt home nnd 
nbroad, that one case out of three treati'd by ligatiu'e 
terniinatt's fatjilly. N<it (mly su, Imt the hospital 
records sln>w that tlu' av*n*age (hi ration of ;i patient's 
stay in the hfispital who is suliject*"d to the treat- 
ment by ligature is twentv-tivo dnvs hmi^ar than 
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tliat of the iuiiiate whose innladv in dealt with by 
compression. The Edinhui'm^h School of Suritrerv 
has been doing ifood stTviee to siiffenng hunifinity 
of late hy its siiccessful treatment of aneurism hy 
compression, and in England several cases of 
popliteal anemisni have been reported as cured by 
the simple application of Professor Esmarcli's blood- 
less bandage. 

Let me now call your attention, also, to what 
Wcmld have appesired in former a*^fs the miracnlons 
powers of the galvanic battery in restorini:^ suspended 
auiniation, as well as f<n' the treatment of mnscnlar 
wasting and local paralysis; by its aid we can heat 
the cautery iiistantaneonsly — a matter of no ordin- 
ary importance in certain grave emergencies. It is 
fortunate that we are not living in the days of Po]>t' 
Innocent III., who Umked npon surgical o[iersitions 
as something dial>f>Iical; or in those of the Rev. 
Edward Massay, a Church of England clergyman, 
who in 1722 preadied a sennou condemnatory of 
inoculation, and solemnly assui^d his awe-stricken 
hearers that Job's disteinjter was probably confliu-nt 
small-pox, and that he had t>een doubtless inoculated 
by the devil. What would the great theologians 




who persecuted Albertus Plagium, who iiiiprisoneil 
Itciger Bacon for seven years, who exeomiiimjicnted 
Aniolil lie Vilta Nova, who hunted to death t\\c 
ilhiKtrious Vusalius, wiy — if the}' were now living 
and were still powerful — if tliey fsaw us with the 
galvanic biitterv apparently "creating a soul under 
the ribs of death?" Why, gentlemen, we should 
lie in inuiuuunt risk of hi-ing hunit to death a« 
sorcerers! 

Difulafuy's aspirator tor lirawing off purulent, 
stTous, and other fluids without the introduction of 
air into the wound mi the retraction of the [ler- 
fonitinj; stilet is another inestiniahle boon to suticr- 
ing humanity. We all know liow, under the method 
introduced U\ Abernetliy, in the case of chronic 
abscesses, for example, a part of the contents used to 
be drawn off by a trocar and cannia, when the 
woimd was allowed to heal hy the tirst intention, 
when the puncture was repeated at fortnightly or 
longer intervals until the cfdiection was 50 reduced in 
f*ize as to aihuit of the is'ivity being laid open and 
liealetl from the bottom, like an ordinary abscess. 
We also know bow great was the risik of intlamnm- 
tion luuler such circumstances, and that if any air 
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all know the relielwlueh Uiii:* implies to the f^ufferers 
who come under m]\* hriiids for trc;itiTieiit, ami whom 
it isi so desirable to exempt from unneccsi?iarv pain 
fliid inconvenience. Then there is that charminij 
little instrument, the lithotrlte, by the aid of whit-h 
we cnn crunli into frap^menti* .«imall stones within the 
bladder. 

In sj>eaking of instruments, however, T hnre pcr- 
lia])s been guilty of an oversight in not giving priority 
to the microscope; otir \vry fumiliiirity tends, 1 am 
afraid, to cause us to forget our enormous obli- 
gations to it. Without it, what should we have 
known of the iiivsteries of living structure, and 
of its marvellous functions ? How could we have 
divined the primitive organisation (tf our vitnl 
tissues ? The microscope does not enable iis, nm\ 
never can enable us, to fathom the mystery of 
myeteries — the origin of life — the inViHible principle 
which animates the " monad "' of Leibnitz, and 
the atom of Lucretius>; but it shows us the earliej^f 
apparition of life as enveloped in visible form. 
It reveals to us in the blood vessels of onr own 
bodies, the living substance out of which every 
particle of them is progressively built np and pulled 
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to pieces again ; while the uses of this iiistnmierit m 
disease are so iuiiumerahle, th nt to attempt to sjJecify 
and ilhistnite them, woulfl tiecessitnte not merely «n 
iadvpendent lecture, hut a k'Tjgthy weries of discourKe*. 
Ifow the surgeons, anatouiists, physiologis^ts, and 
pathologists, of early days could have worked without 
it, is just as perplexing a prohleni as how the astro- 
nomers of primitive time could have explored tlie 
stellar universe without the aid of the telescope. 

Optical science has also enriched that of surgery 
with the laryngoscope, which enaldes us to exjilore 
the recesses of the larynx, and to determine the exact 
position of small tumoui-s, ulcers, and other morbid 
"Towths; to diagnose them with a precision and 
necuracy previously unattainnble; to treat them 
by local application with a well grounded coulidenee 
of a successfid result. It has also given U9 the 
oj>hthaln»osco[)e, for which we are indebted to one 
of the greatest of living scientists, Profe8i?or Ilelm- 
holtz, of Heidelberg, whose researches into the laws 
of sound, stamp him as one of the most brilliant 
experimentnlists and investigators of the present flge. 
By means of his admirable invention, we can 
minutely exnmlnc the optic nerve, retina, and 
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choroid, either for observation or clinical demonstra- 
tiou; nail uote their n|)j>earance in health, and 
the niorliid changes they undergo when snhject to 
disease. And if" I pass over the specuJura, it is 
because we cannot clnim it as a modern, mnrJi lesa as 
a recent invention, inasmuch as it was in use up- 
wards of 1 bUO years ago, and some very good speci- 
mens of the instrument have been disentonibed from 
the ruins of I'ompeii. That l>eautiful little instrument 
tlie >pliygnu)*rniph, for meanuring the eharaeter 
and eapaeity of the pulse at the wriistarid imprintinj; 
the same on paper is now extensively employed by 
the clinical physician, and by medical referees to 
iusiirauce companies. The spirometer is also an 
itivahiable instrument for testing the eflpaelty of the 
pulmonary organs, and is much used by medical men 
both in public and private professional life. 

Pasfiing on to speak of* new operations, one is op- 
pressed l>y the nuignitudt* ui' the held of invention 
and im[)rovement which opens out before inj as we 
review the scientitie. acliievements of the last half 
fL'utnrv. Jf, in conseipienee of the artiK<'iaI habits 
of so<'iety incidental to our complex civilisation, the 
wise and luxury of modern life, the a^jgregatiou of 
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viist uvM^'niiiy ai' peo]ili,' lu largt? citie?*^ the iurriaaHe of 
sedent'iry occupatians, the growth of sensuality, ami 
the uiorbiil cxtiti'ment anil imbcalthy stinmlusi which 
some or all of thi-se cases eouimuoicatfi to the 
neiTOUs system of men and women — hut of wonieii 
more particulnrly ; if, I say, these circumstaTiees have 
operated to multiply the mmiher of organic disease.s 
wliieh sifHict civilized mankintl, surgical science, ever 
on the alert, ever active in the prosecution of it?* 
heneficent mission, has enal)led us to p^rapple with 
these maladies, and thus to stem, if not to beat back, 
the advancing tide of human .suft'ering. Twentj- 
seven vears ago, tiie illustriou.s Law^rence asked 
whether the operation of ovariotomy could be **en- 
conrajjed antl continued without dansrer to the 
(diaracter of the [}rofe9sion?" But at this preseut 
time hundreds of lives are being annually saved by 
what has been justly pronounced to be "one of the 
greatest achievements of surgery in the nineteenth 
century;" and one which has also made its influence 
heneticially felt in every department of surgery. It 
was publicly stated a few years ago by the then Lonl 
ChauceUor, that by the first 500 operations for 
ovariotomy |>erformed by Mr. Spencer Wells he had 
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added something like 10,000 years to tlie lives oi' 
Eyropean women; and is is a gratifying fact, as 
mentioned by that gentleman in tliG address which 
he delivered before the British Me<licnl A«8ociatiuM 
at Manchester in August last, that out of 241 opern- 
tions perfnnned by his friend Dr. Thomas Keith, 
that skllihl surgeon had succeeded lu suviug 201* 
lives. And if science is capable of eH'ectifig Hudi 
brilliant resnJts in regard to ovarian tumours, may 
we not confidently anticipate tliat it will he. no less 
successful with rcnpect to uterine tumours, eftjie- 
cially in view of the fact that fibroid an<l fibro-cystic 
tumouri? of the uterus have already yielded to the 
hand of the surgeon? 

The radicAl cure of reducilde hernia by Wutzer, 
and which has been improved np(m by Professor Wood, 
of King's College, London, i» another remarkable 
gain for surger}*. The method of drawing together 
the heniial apertures, so as to re^establiHh the 
valuable aeiion of the inguinal canal, will, I doubt 
not, supersede earlier modes? of trtatmciit, and 1 
share in the hope exprcjsscd by Mr. Spei»eer Welh<, 
that we may yet succeed in obUterftting the heniiid 
H9C, clofung its abdominal orifice, and »jtrengthenlng 
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tlie abdominal walls by the use of inftubited needles 
connected with tlic positive pole of a galvanic 
battel^'", causing shrinking and occliLsion of the sac. 

Of the \-arious procedures for the cure of stricture 
by internal or external urethrotomy, it is almost un- 
necessary to speak ; modern practice tends more and 
more to the substitution of carefully managed dilnta- 
tion for the operative measures which were foruicrly 
resorted to, often at the cost of so much suflTering to 
the patient, attended with serious risk of lacerating 
the oiganE, and bringing on hsemorrhage or local 
disturbance by the absorption of urine and pycenua; 
and it is satisfactory to add, on the authority of Sir 
Henry Thompson, that in 219 cases of urethrotomy, 
carefully collected by himself from numerous opera- 
tions, the deaths from all causes scarcely exceeded 
six per cent. 

In the department of conservatire surgery it 
would be difficult t" over-estimate the value and im- 
|H)rtance of the operation of excising a diseased 
joint in preference to the amputation of the hmb. 
llovF often in modem practice does it become our 
happy privilege to save a limb by resection of its 
joint, wliere half a century ago its sacrifice would 



Lave been rendered imperative? Kot only so, but 
any resort to the knife is now frequently obviated by 
a judicious combination of the appliances of medicine 
and surgery; for, as I need scarcely remind you* 
gentlemen, these sister sciences are more intimately 
united at the present time than ever they were. To 
quote the words of an eminent member of our pro- 
fession, James Miller, Profei^oj:^of Surgery in the 
University of Edhiburgh, 'Jjthe tionatitutional or 
medical treatment u( wounds and soresj of bones and 
joints, of urinary affections, or spasms and paiii<, 
&C-, has done more to advance true surgery in our 
day than any other agency whatever. Disease is 
more accurately and easily detected, and is more 
>ipeedily subdued; texture is better saved, function 
is more speedily and thorougldy restored, and moi*e 
victory is won, while the frame is less shaken m the 
struggle, and the opprobrla of our art — its operations 
— are in consequence being limited within ao ever- 
narrowing ch'cle." / These, gentlemen, are the 
triumphs not merely of science but of humanity; 
our skill becomes a benefaction; our experience a 
boon to our fellow-men ; and the surgeon, instead of 
being regarded, as he was formerly, with something 



o( the awe and dread investing one who carried 
nlM>nt with him in grent emergencies the whole 
urnioury of tbnniflabk instruments of tortiirc and 
mutilation^ is now welcomed more frerjiiently as the 
kindly nrni i>ntent enemy of pain, aiul the invincible 
t'ticmy of defornuty and sii tiering. 

For obvioui* reasuns I refrairi from doing more 
ihan making a pjisHing allusion to new operations in 
surgery with which I have myself been identified ; 
hut I might he accused of mock modesty it" I were 
to be ttltogetiier silent conccrnhig tlie removal of the 
tongue by tlie wire cautery, and my o[)eratiou for 
the radical cure of varicocele, which many of you 
liave seen me do repeatedly and successfully. The 
application oi" tracheotomy to the extraction of 
foreign bodies from the windpipe and its use in dau- 
gerous ca^Cfi of laryngismus; the relief of chronic 
aftectionh of the female brea^st b)^ hydrostatic or 
arroBtatic pressure ; the evacuation of abscesses from 
the tonsils by «imple ablation ; th« feeding of patients 
through the nose and per auum, when they arc uii- 
nh\e to take sustenance by the ordinary channel; the 
reparation or ret? tu ration of the nose by the methods 
introduced by Liston and Diefenbach; the twisting 



of arteries ine>tead of tying them j tlie reduction of 
dislocations by simple manipulation in lieu of pullie»; 
the immense improvements which have taken place 
in lithotomy j the simpUiied cure of hydrocele by tlic 
injection of iodine j the cure of fungoid testicle 
without the use of the kiufej the removal of 
hfcmorrhoids by exeision and cautery; the applica- 
tion of the principle of subcutaneous section to the 
elimination of loose cartilages in joints; the reformed 
treatment of wounds and Borcs by sjiiiiple water 
dressing; carbolic acid, and other valuable and 
economical antiseptic!* ; by better attention to posi- 
tion, and by the use of plaster of Paris aud dextrine 
bandages. 

These, gentlemen, are a few only of the improve- 
ments in the practice of surgery, which have been 
effected during the last half century, I should only 
weary your patience if I entered uito fuller details 
ccmcerning them. But ours is a science in winch we 
are ever learning ; and m which the progress of dis- 
covery in virtually uulimtted» It is with {vurgery, as 
with one of the atldetic pastimes of cla^isical 
antiquity, each generation transmits to the next 
the light it has acquired from observation, from 
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stud}^, from expeiinieiit «nd practice — 

" An though H lorclimcf!, wLero from iiand to band, 
The iljiiig youths transmit their shming brand/* 

A new surgical o|>eration may be the means of 
saving the life of a ja;reat warrior, fetAtesm.iu, onitor^ 
artist^ author, or man of jscieuce, whose loss would 
be an irreparable calaiiiifcy to his own uation, ami 
possibly to mankiiitl, while professional ignonui< 
and a blind adherence to the superstitious errors of thi 
past, may on the other hand, send to an early grave 
one who — 

" HLtiJtiu*? on fmtune*8 CTOwnitig slope. 
The jtUJar of a jKwple'K ])op«. 
The centre of a world's desLpo." 

Nay more, the safety of a nation may depend U[>ou 
sometluug so simple, and apparently so insig^nificant 
as the prompt use of a com tuon place surgical instru- 
ment, of which we have a curious illustration in an 
incident which occurred shortly after the foumlatiuu 
of the colony at Xew PJ>'moath in North America : — 
Edward Winslow, one of the first settlers, heard that 
Mas8aBut^, an Indian chief, was sick and like to die ; he 
found him with a bo useful of people about him ; women 



ni^>biiig his amis and legs, and friends uuiking 
hellish noise as they probably thought would score 
away the devil of sickness. WiJisIow gave him some 
conserve, washed his mouth, scrapd his tongue, 
which was in n horrid state; got <lown some drink, 
ni.nde him some broth, dosed him with an infusion of 
strawberry leaves nnd sassafras root, luid had the 
satigfactiou of seeing hiiu recover. Massaaut, full 
of gratitude, revealed the plot that bad been formed 
to destroy tbe colonists, whercuj)on the Gtjvernor 
ordered Captain Miles Standish to see to them, who 
thereupon stalibed Picksnot with bin own knife, 
broke up the plot, saved tlu' colony; and thus — as 
Dr. Holmes say**, who relate<l the story, ^^ nMnh'rcid 
Massachusetts and the Mns.saclui.sctl» Medieid 
Society a possibility, as they nt>w an* n fact htMore 



lis. 



In conclusion, sutfer nic to iviniiid } nii Ihat unrj* \n 
both an art and a science! an art in m) fnr m it 
involves the performance of the varioim maminl 
duties re(iuired, or the employnu'iit of I he lucniiM 
invented for U8 by the skilful nieclmnifit, ami 
science in relation to the choice and iippliraliuii 
of such nicans. Tioth the art ami f<iiiticc nno»i 



as 
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be cultivate*! pari passu. The tirm, delicate, and 
tlexterous baud, must I'o-operate ami become the apt 
and dociJe instrument of the welbstored mind, which 
should he fertile in resources, pronijtt in their 
employment, and prej^ared In the instant for any 
emergency. Where this is the caee, capital opera- 
tions may be ventured on with confidencej and 
their success — ^humRnly speaking — assured. For 
my part I have always acted on the excellent 
advice which Mr. Sjunuel Solly gave to hi» pupils 
and di*es8era in the clinical lectures delivered at 
St. Thomas's Hospital, London, when speaking of 
lithotomy : — ^" Rememl>er thi^," said he, ** that no 
surgeon can pick his cases, he must take thcra 
as they come, he must take the had M-ith the good. 
It is his duty to relieve suffering humanity, even 
at the risk of his reputation — ^you cannot tell for 
certain heforehnnd the amount of existing disease, 
either in the bladder or kidney, and as on the 
one hand, you will sometimes find your honest 
endeavours to save human life successfiil, when 
you had least reason to expect it, so on the other 
hand, you will find your ]mt[ent sink into the grave 
when you thought you had a fair prospect of success. 



